
SUMMER 2022
The Future of the Region

We are preparing updates to the Regional Plan, and we need your input. Drafts
of the new Regional Plan chapters and maps can be found on our
website. We welcome your questions and comments. 

The Regional Plan guides the future development of land, public services and
facilities, and environmental protections. How can the region address our
housing needs? Is our future land use plan adequate for future climate
migration impacts? What does it mean foster a healthy, inclusive and livable
region?  
 
The existing Plan expires in November 2022. We intend to finalize these
proposed updates and schedule at least two public hearings this fall. Your
input will help us to ensure that the draft Plan is on the right track. Please
contact Jason Rasmussen with any comments or questions. 

Staffing Updates

We are sad to say goodbye to Rachel Scudder. She is leaving for a

new job in her hometown of Rochester, NY. We wish her the best of

luck in her new position!

 

Allison Hopkins has been promoted to Planning Manager. She will

continue her existing work activities, but will also now provide
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senior leadership and assist with managing MARC’s planning

activities.

 

MARC welcomes Malia Cordero to our planning staff. Malia will

start as an Assistant Planner on July 18th. She will be assisting with

a variety of ongoing planning projects.

Job Opening

MARC is seeking a new Planner to join our team! 

Please see our Job Openings landing page for more information about the

positions. If interested in one of the positions, please send a resume and

cover letter to Jason Rasmussen. 

Better Places

Better Places is a non-competitive, community matching grant program
empowering Vermonters to create inclusive and vibrant public places serving
Vermont’s designated downtowns, village centers, new town centers, or
neighborhood development areas. 

The Better Places program is currently accepting projects.  Please  fill out the  Pre-
flight form  and the Better Places team  will reach out to discuss your project
idea.

Check out  the  program website  and  FAQs to learn more. 

Infrastructure for Villages

A lack of water and sewer infrastructure in villages makes it difficult to address
village revitalization goals and provide new homes that residents can afford.

Both Weathersfield and Reading are seeking funding through the Department
of Environmental Conservation to complete wastewater feasibility studies in

the villages of Ascutney, Felchville, and Perkinsville. 

The funding is from the Clean Water State Revolving Fund loan which, at least
until June 30, 2022, there is 100% loan forgiveness.   

Seasonal Household waste Disposal

The Southern Windsor Windham
Counties Solid Waste Management
District opened a permanent, seasonal
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household hazardous waste depot in mid-
May, to offer better service to residents
while containing the skyrocketing costs of
one-day collections.

The depot, located in Springfield, is open
to District residents only, and by
appointment only.

Call 802-674-9235 to make an appointment. Visit www.swwcswmd.org for
information about what materials are accepted.

Road Construction Updates

It is Construction Season

It’s another busy season of road and bridge
construction in the Mount Ascutney Region.

If you’d like to stay up to date on travel impacts
and project progress, VTrans publishes a weekly
Construction Report here:

https://vtrans.vermont.gov/road-construction.

For an interactive map of projects and to see individual project information
sheets, visit VTransparency’s Current Projects page:
https://vtransparency.vermont.gov/pages/projects2

Clean Water Design/
Implementation Block Grant Application

Due July 7

On May 26, the MARC announced a sixth round of funding under the
Design/Implementation Block Grant (DIBG) Program. Applications are due to

cwbg@marcvt.org by no later than 4:30pm on July 7, 2022. Funds are
available to eligible applicants on a state-wide basis to support engineering

design and construction of projects with a primary purpose of sediment and/or
nutrient pollution mitigation to surface waters. Most projects do not require
match funding. For more information, please visit our DIBG landing page or

contact Chris Yurek. 

Focus on the Beauty of Vermont

Path of Life
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36 Park Rd
 Windsor, Vermont

 (802) 674-9933
 

The Path of Life Garden is

a crafted landscape open to the public in Windsor, Vermont. Visitors

experience the story of the great circle of life while traveling through sculptures

of varying sizes and materials. Inspired by a famous garden in Europe, these

eighteen works of art symbolize the journey from birth to death and beyond.

Since its conception in 1997, the garden has grown on its own path, providing

space for recreation, relaxation, contemplation and realization; making it a

great a great destination for families.

Admission is by donation

Go and explore!

New Design/ Implementation Block Grant (DIBG) Round
Coming Soon

On May 26, the MARC announced a sixth round of funding under the

Design/Implementation Block Grant (DIBG)

Program. Applications are due to cwbg@marcvt.org by no later than 4:30pm

on July 7, 2022. Funds are available to eligible applicants on a state-wide basis

to support engineering design and construction of projects with a primary

purpose of sediment and/or nutrient pollution mitigation to surface

waters. Most projects do not require match funding. 

For more information, please visit our DIBG landing page or reach out to

Chris Yurek. 

A direct and compelling headline

2022 Vermont Community Leadership Summit
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The Vermont Council on Rural Development has announced their

2022 Vermont Community Leadership Summit! The event will take

place on Wednesday, August 10, 2022 at Vermont Technical College

in Randolph, Vermont.

The Summit agenda will include skills workshops, networking

opportunities, community project panels, and forum discussions.

 

This event will be an all-inclusive summit aiming to bring new and

established voices together from across Vermont. Anyone who is

serving on local commissions, taking the lead or taking a stand in

their community, or who is engaged in advancing a positive future

for their town, city, or state is encouraged to join the conversation.

Speakers and participants will represent the full diversity of

Vermont community members and leaders including youth,

municipal leaders, community organizers and volunteers, people

with lived experience with critical challenges facing our

communities, experts and technical assistance providers, regional

leaders, and more.

 
Learn more at https://www.vtrural.org/Summit22

Exciting Updates
 to Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

*        The application deadline has been extended – the new State

deadline is Friday, September 30, 2022.

*       All projects submitted under this funding round will be eligible

to receive a 90% Federal cost share, requiring only a 10% local

match!

Eligible projects include: property buyouts with flood or landslide

risk (NOT required to have been flooded in the past), floodplain

restoration, culvert or bridge upsizing, road relocation or elevation,

floodproofing of non-residential structures, property elevations,

planning activities, and generators for critical facilities. For more

information, please contact Allison Hopkins.

Springfield Area Community Health Needs Survey
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Every three years, the Springfield Area Community Collaborative,

including Springfield Hospital and Springfield Medical Care

Systems, conducts a Community Health Needs Survey for our

region. The survey helps inform plans for improving health care

services and other community health initiatives.

 

Hearing from you will help identify the most important health

needs not only now, but for the coming years. We encourage you to

make your voice count on behalf of your community.

 

Please click here:

https://survey.jsi.com/s3/Springfield-Area-Health-Needs 

to start the 2022 Springfield Area Health Needs Survey. After

completing the survey, you will also have an opportunity to enter a

drawing for a $25 VISA gift card!

Mount Ascutney Regional Commission | Website  
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