
Happy Spring 2022
Changing of the Guard at MARC

Jason Rasmussen has now officially taken the reins as the Executive Director. In addition
to overall leadership and management of the Commission, he will continue working on
land use, energy, housing and transportation planning, as well as Act 250 and Section 248
review.

Tom Kennedy has transitioned to the Director of Community Development. He is the main
contact for solid waste, brownfields and ARPA funding. He is also working as a legislative
liaison, project management (e.g. Northern Borders Regional Commission), and other
community development efforts.

Alex Taft has taken a job with the Town of Hanover. We wish him the best of luck with his
new job. Questions about MARC’s energy planning program can be directed to Otis
Munroe or Jason Rasmussen.

In March we welcomed Lisa Comstock as the new Administrative Assistant for
MARC. Amanda Smith has taken a position with Vail Resort. We wish her the best of luck
in her new job, as well.

MARC Regional Plan Update

As a part of the ongoing Regional Plan update, final drafts of both the Cultural and
Aesthetic Resources, and Utilities and Facilities Chapters, were finalized during March’s
MARC Board meeting.

Updates to The Cultural and Aesthetic Resources Chapter include more information on
precolonial historic resources and a scenic resources survey and map.

The Utilities and Facilities Chapter includes an increased recognition of the significance of
broadband and public Wi-Fi within the Region, as well as childcare, and community sewer
and water expansion.



You can read all of the proposed and final draft Regional Plan documents here.
Contact Rachel for more information.

Federal Funds for Towns

There are many federal funding opportunities that towns may want to take advantage
of. For this article, I will focus on two significant funding opportunities:

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)

This plan sends federal funds directly to towns, towns received 50% of the funding in the
summer of 2021 and will receive their second share in July 2022. Recently, the
Department of Treasury issues their final rule on funding and reporting.

The rule was finalized on January 6, 2022 and went into effect on April 6, 2022. Here are
the highlights:

Funds must be obligated by December 31, 2024 and spent by December 31, 2026.

Towns on an annual basis must report directly to the Dept. of the Treasury, using
their online portal, no later than April 30th of each year.

All towns in Vermont, except for the City of Burlington, are strongly advised to take
the “Standard Allowance” provision in the rule. By taking the standard allowance,
towns can use their ARPA funds for general government services.

If you are going to take the “Standard Allowance,” you must elect to do by April
30, 2022 through the Department of Treasury portal.

For additional information on reporting requirements and setting up the portal, visit
https://www.vlct.org/arpa, or go to www.marcvt.org to view a PowerPoint on this topic.

Northern Borders Regional Commission (NBRC)

Established by Congress in 2008, the Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC) is a
partnership between the federal government and the States of Maine, New Hampshire,
New York, and Vermont. The mission of the NBRC is to fund economic development and
infrastructure projects throughout designated counties in its four-state service area.

The NBRC provides grants in the following areas: sewer and water and transportation
infrastructure, telecommunication, business and workforce development, health care and
resource conservation and recreation. The NBRC will provide funding up to $1 million
dollars for infrastructure grants and $350 thousand dollars for non-infrastructure project. A
Letter of Interest is due on April 22, 2022, and if invited, applications are due on June 3,
2022.

For additional information: www.marcvt.org to view information on the program and the
Letter of Interest and Application. Contact Tom with question or for more information.

News from SWWCSWMD!

The Southern Windsor Windham Counties
Solid Waste Management District is opening
a permanent, seasonal household hazardous
waste depot in mid-May to offer better service
to residents while containing the skyrocketing
costs of one-day collections.

The depot, located in Springfield, will be open
to District residents only, and by appointment
only.
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Call 802-674-9235 to make an appointment. Visit www.swwcswmd.org
for information about what materials are accepted.

Getting Around Our Region

It is Construction Season

There is a lot of road and bridge construction activity in the
region again this year. To look up details for ongoing
construction or planned projects, see VTransparency. 

Pay attention and drive safe!

Starting April 11th, traffic through Bridge #16 on VT 103 in Chester, located about north of
the VT 103 and VT 10 intersection, will be reduced to one lane with alternating one-way
traffic within the project limits. To sign up for project updates, visit this page.

VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian Program Grant Accepting Applications

VTrans is accepting applications for small-scale and larger Federally funded bicycle and
pedestrian projects now through June 8th. The intent of the Bicycle and Pedestrian
Program is to improve access and safety for bicyclists and/or pedestrians through the
planning, design and construction of infrastructure projects. The “Bike/Ped” Program
provides funding for the following facilities: bicycle lanes, shoulders, sidewalks, pedestrian
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crossing improvements, pedestrian signals, ADA improvements, and shared-use paths.

A training for potential applicants will be held on April 29th at 10:00 am. Follow this link
to join. A recording will be made available if you are unable to attend. For more
information, visit the Bike/Ped program webpage. For application assistance, contact
Otis.

New Transportation Planning Efforts

The Town of Springfield has been awarded funding from VTrans for two scoping studies
with a focus on improving bicycle and pedestrian facilities in town. One will evaluate
parking improvements and the addition of a riverwalk along River Street and the Black
River from the Handly Building to the Plaza. The second study will evaluate a “road diet” -
decreasing the number of vehicle travel lanes – along Clinton Street from Bridge Street to
South Street to make room for streetscape improvements and either a shared-use path or
bike lanes. Contact Otis for more information.

E-Bike Lending Library Updates

An e-bike lending library provides electric bicycles (e-bikes) to borrow at no cost for a set
period of time. Two e-bike projects are currently in the works in the Region. First, the
Upper Valley Traveling e-bike library will be coming to Windsor this September thanks
to the efforts of Windsor Energy and Sustainability Steering Committee. MARC has
also been working with Local Motion to bring a permanent e-bike library to the Region.
Look for more on both projects in the future. Contact Otis for more information.

In partnership with Vermont Agency of Transportation, and along with a number of other
participating organizations and sponsors, the Addison County Regional Planning
Commission, in concert with the Walk-Bike Council of Addison County, will host the
statewide Vermont Walk/Bike Summit on May 6, 2022 in various outdoor venues
in Middlebury, VT.

Planning Grant Awards

The Municipal Planning Grant program, administered by the Department of Housing and
Community Development, encourages and supports planning and revitalization for local
municipalities in Vermont. Springfield was awarded $21,818 to update their Town
Plan. The project involves public outreach and a focus on housing, economic
development, energy, and education.
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The Bylaw Modernization Grant program supplements Municipal Planning Grant funds
making an additional $500,000 available specifically for updating land use bylaws to
implement Zoning for Great Neighborhoods, expand choice and opportunity for homes in
pedestrian-oriented neighborhoods. The following towns were awarded Bylaw
Modernization Grants:

Chester was awarded $16,500 to modernize the Town’s Unified Development
Bylaws to implement the Town Plan and Village Center Master Plan, addressing
housing needs and supporting village revitalization.

 Ludlow was awarded $18,960 to modernize bylaws for the Village of Ludlow to
address the community’s housing needs, revitalize the village, and implement the
municipal plan and village center master plan. The project will focus on dimensional
and density requirements, parking, and permitting processes.

West Windsor was awarded $8,640 to update zoning and subdivision regulations to
improve the permitting process for residential development and to support village
center revitalization goals. The project will focus in and around the village and
implement the Town Plan – working in partnership with the Windham and Windsor
Housing Trust.

News about ACCD Brownfields

ACCD Brownfields Assessment Funding Available Statewide

The Agency of Commerce and Community Development (ACCD) has made $1M available
statewide through Regional Planning Commissions for the assessment of brownfield sites
as part of its Brownfields Revitalization Program. For additional information or to request
environmental assessment funding for an eligible brownfields site in this region, please
contact Cindy or Tom.

Demolition of
Jones and Lamson in

Springfield
The demolition work at the Jones and
Lamson brownfields site in Springfield is
nearly complete. Following a three-
month winter closure, the project team
is gearing up to complete remaining
cleanup tasks. 
 

State Brownfield Revitalization Fund Awards

This year, the State is investing $25 million in brownfields through the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development. Our region has been awarded substantial
funding this year in support of cleanup at three Brownfield sites in Springfield.

The Springfield Regional Development Corporation received a grant of $1,234,000
for the Park Street School in preparation of adaptive reuse to include 24 modern
housing units and an innovative campus center.

The Edgar May Health and Recreation Center was awarded $1,223,305 for
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remediation and reuse of existing buildings to house new community offerings,
among these, an indoor walking track and basketball court, group exercise and
childcare space and a lifestyle medicine office.

Black River Crossing received $116,190 for asbestos remediation at two Main
Street buildings for future renovation and expansion of commercial and residential
use.

Focus on the Beauty of Vermont

Check out the wonderfulCheck out the wonderful
scenery in our state:scenery in our state:

Have you been to
Buttermilk Falls in Ludlow, VT

Directions to this natural wonder:Directions to this natural wonder:
Take VT-131 W, VT-106 S, VT-10 W and VT-103 N to Buttermilk Falls Rd in LudlowTake VT-131 W, VT-106 S, VT-10 W and VT-103 N to Buttermilk Falls Rd in Ludlow

New Design/ Implementation Block Grant (DIBG) Round
Coming Soon

MARC expects to receive an additional roughly $800,000 from the Vermont Department of

Environmental Conservation (VDEC) to bolster our State-wide Clean Water

Design/Implementation Block Grant (DIBG) Program. 

Eligible projects must have a primary purpose of sediment and/or nutrient pollution

abatement to surface waters. Project eligibility includes preliminary engineering design,

final engineering design, or construction of stormwater treatment practices (STPs) or

natural resources restoration projects, such as berm removal, lakeshore restoration, gully

erosion remediation, etc. MARC anticipates issuing the next Request for Applications in

late-April or May. Typically, applications are due about 6 weeks following the

announcement of the grant round. Please keep an eye on our DIBG Webpage for more

information. 

Please note that stormwater projects intending to comply with the 3-9050 Three-Acre

http://marcvt.org/clean-water-design-implementation-block-grant/


General Permit are no longer eligible to receive DIBG funding. There is a new funding

program administered by the DEC Clean Water Initiative Program (CWIP) specifically to

support Three-Acre General Permit compliance.

New this grant round! Looking for eligible funding sources to match your federal

grant? DIBG funding is now eligible to serve as match for federal grant programs, such as

those administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the US

Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). Note that sub-grants executed under prior

grant rounds remain ineligible to serve as federal match. 

Contact Chris or Cindy for more information.

Emergency Preparedness

Vermont Emergency Preparedness Conference

The 2022 VEM Learning Day will be held on May 26th, in-person at the Lake Morey Resort

in Fairlee or virtually through Microsoft Teams. Registration is required and limited. To

register for either event, please visit: Learning Management System.

In-Person at Lake Morey Resort: Registration is Open Through May 11th.

Virtually through Microsoft Teams: Registration is Open Through May 18th.

If you would like to reserve a hotel room for this event, please contact Lake Morey
Resort. They are available for at a special conference rate of $96/night for May 25 and

26. Please click here for a schedule of events.

Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP) due soon!

All LEMPs are to be reviewed and updated annually, and need to be formally readopted

by May 1st. A current Local Emergency Management Plan is required for municipalities to

receive federal preparedness funds and increased state reimbursement through the

Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund (ERAF). Click here for the short and long form
templates.

Contact Allison with questions or for assistance completing your LEMPs.

April is Fair Housing Month

Every April across the United States the 1968 passage of the Fair Housing Act is

celebrated. Fair Housing is the right to equal opportunity in housing choice and the right to

rent, buy, finance, and live in a home free from discrimination or harassment. Vermont has
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added other protections to underscore that housing is a fundamental need and right. 

For more information about events planned for Fair Housing Month visit:

https://fairhousingmonthvt.org/ or the Fair Housing Information Sheet.

Something Fun

Mount Ascutney Regional Commission | Website  

https://fairhousingmonthvt.org/
https://coordhousvt.egnyte.com/dl/tvFHiK5tS4
https://www.marcvt.org
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Ascutney-Regional-Commission-MARC-108133151566478

