
December 2021

Changing of the Guard at MARC

After over thirty years as the Executive Director, I will be stepping down starting on
January 1, 2022, and starting in a new position at MARC, as the Director of Community
Development. I want to thank all the commissioners and colleagues that I have worked
with over the past three decades for their support and dedication in making Vermont the
best place to live in the United States.

I am proud of the leadership role Vermont has taken in the areas of land use planning,
solid waste, emergency management, water quality and transportation. I believe the
driving force behind Vermont’s leadership in these areas is its strong democratic tradition
in town meeting and our accessibility to local, regional, state, and federal elected officials
in making policy and laws that support Vermont’s citizenry. These traditions must not be
forgotten, since they are the soul of Vermont.

The transition from Executive Director to my new position is made much easier with the
knowledge that Jason Rasmussen, MARC’s Director of Planning, will be my
successor.  Jason has been an excellent leader, and is passionate about seeking solutions
to the problems confronting our towns in the 21st Century. I wish Jason the best of luck in
his new position.

Best wishes and Happy Holidays,
Tom

New Preferred Site Policy

A new policy to clarify how MARC will handle future requests for preferred
site designations was adopted by the Board of Commissioners at our December 6, 2021
meeting. Developers ask town planning commissions, selectboards and regional planning
commissions for a preferred site letter for solar projects that are subject to Vermont’s net-
metering rules [Public Utility Commission Rule 5.100]. The process to do so is not laid out
in statute nor the rules. This new policy clarifies our process and criteria for reviewing
such requests to make it easier and clearer for all involved in or affected by the process.



Click here to read our Preferred Site PolicyClick here to read our Preferred Site Policy. . 

MARC Regional Plan Update

Much has changed over the past seven years, and to keep current with the evolving
regional planning landscape, MARC has been working on Regional Plan updates. The
document’s purpose is to guide the region’s future growth and to protect the
environment. The current plan expires in November next year.

During the revision process, staff provided draft chapters to stakeholders or ad hoc
committees for input. Draft chapters will be incrementally posted on our website over the
next few months, and we invite everyone to review and comment on the draft chapters
on our webpagewebpage. Please submit any comments to AlexAlex.

News from SWWCSWMD!

“Why can’t I recycle wrapping paper?” Every holiday season, this question comes up. The
answer is that paper makers don’t like the contamination that often arrives with wrapping
paper. Some wrapping paper is, in fact, recyclable but to protect the manufacturing
process, many transfer stations just ban it.

So, how do you tell? Click here for the answerClick here for the answer.
(Scroll down to “Wrapping Paper.”)

 
Regular, uncoated wrapping paper (including tissue paper) is accepted
 

No glitter 
No foil 
No metallic paper or paper with metallic print 
No mylar 
No cellophane 
No coated paper 
No ribbons or bows

 
If wrapping paper has any of the above, it belongs in the trash. If you can’t determine the
material, dispose of it with household trash.

Examples of recyclable
wrapping paper

Examples of non-recyclable
wrapping paper

Recovery and Job Access Rides

Is transportation a challenge for yourIs transportation a challenge for your
clients?clients?

The Recovery and Jobs Access Rides
program may be able to help.

https://marcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Preferred-Site-Policy-12.06.2021.pdf
https://marcvt.org/2021-2022-regional-plan-update/
mailto:ataft@marcvt.org
https://www.vtsolidwastedistrict.org/a---z-recycling-and-waste-guide.html
https://www.vtsolidwastedistrict.org/a---z-recycling-and-waste-guide.html


This transportation assistance program can
provide rides for individuals in recovery or
dealing with other significant job access
barriers. The program can be used
for individuals seeking employment orindividuals seeking employment or
currently employed currently employed to access rides by local
transportation providers.

Eligible rides can be for:Eligible rides can be for:
Interviews
Trainings
Commute Support (for up to 10
business days)

To determine eligibility and arrange rides,
call The Moover at 802-460-7433The Moover at 802-460-7433.

For information on additional support for
transportation in Windsor and Windham
Counties, please see this documentthis document.

Basin 10 Tactical Basin Plan Update

The Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation (VDEC) is preparing updates to
the Tactical Basin Plan for the Black and Ottauquechee Rivers and Mill Brook (known as
“Basin 10”). Tactical basin plans identify and prioritize state and local water quality issues
and on-the-ground watershed protection and restoration projects to be implemented in
the coming years.

Created in collaboration with state, federal and municipal organizations, local conservation
groups, interested stakeholders, and a variety of landowners and concerned citizens, basin
plans summarize existing water quality conditions, identify water quality issues and
concerns, set priorities for surface water protection and restoration of degraded waters,
and guide management of the waters in the Basins.

A stakeholder survey and an introductory StoryMap will be available in January. The
StoryMap defines the basin and explains the basin planning process and how to get
involved. The survey seeks to gather input regarding local concerns, project ideas and
waters to be protected. A series of public outreach meetings will be held over the winter to
gather community input and develop strategies to improve water quality and habitat
conditions.

For additional information, please contact Chris Yurek at cyurek@marcvt.orgcyurek@marcvt.org or Marie
Caduto, DEC Basin 10 Planner, at marie.caduto@vermont.govmarie.caduto@vermont.gov.. 

2022 Vermont Walk/Bike Summit

In partnership with Vermont Agency of Transportation, and along with a number of other
participating organizations and sponsors, the Addison County Regional Planning
Commission, in concert with the Walk-Bike Council of Addison County, will host the

https://marcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Rides-to-Recovery-and-Jobs-Roadmap_SEVT.pdf
https://marcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Rides-to-Recovery-and-Jobs-Roadmap_SEVT.pdf
mailto:cyurek@marcvt.org
mailto:marie.caduto@vermont.gov


statewide Vermont Walk/Bike SummitVermont Walk/Bike Summit on May 6, 2022May 6, 2022 in various outdoor venues
in Middlebury, VT.

Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)
Transition Plans

Last month, Jon Kaplan from the VTrans Operations and Safety Bureau, presented to the

MARC Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) on municipal ADA Transition Plans. ADA

Transition Plans evaluate town-owned facilities and programs, such as buildings and

sidewalks, for compliance with accessibility standards and establishes an implementation

plan to work towards meeting the standards. These Plans are invaluable to achieve a

more accessible community and to address any issues around accessibility that may

arise. A copy of Jon Kaplan’s presentation can be found herehere. For resources and guidance

on writing your own Transition Plan see the ADA Action Guide websitewebsite. 

Downtown Transportation Fund Grant
Applications Now Available

The Downtown Transportation Fund is a funding opportunity for municipal transportation-

related capital improvements within or serving a designated Downtown and eligible

designated Village Centers (i.e. Chester). The current round of applications is due on

March 7, 2022 at 5:00 PMMarch 7, 2022 at 5:00 PM. For more information, see the program websitewebsite. 

Demolition of Jones and Lamson in Springfield

The Vermont Department of

Environmental Conservation (DEC)

has selected MARC to manage a $3.7

million grant, made available from the

State of Vermont’s Environmental

Contingency Fund, for the

implementation of a Partial Corrective

https://vtwalkbikesummit.com/
https://marcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MARC-ADA-Transition-Plan-11-30-21.pdf
https://www.adaactionguide.org/
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/downtown-transportation-fund


Action Plan at the Jones and Lamson brownfields site in Springfield, VT. The 270,000-

square foot former manufacturing building, has been vacant since the closure of the Jones

and Lamson Machine Tool Company in 1985. MARC is responsible for contracting and

overseeing the project which involves asbestos abatement and building demolition with

the disposal of contaminated materials. Substantial progress has been made since work

began in mid-October. Completion is anticipated in the spring. 

Clean Water Design and Implementation Block Grant Funding
Request for Applications

MARC has recently awarded, approximately, $1.1 million to 14 projects selected from our

fifth round of application requests under this program. Funding for this program is

provided by the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to support the

design, permitting and construction of clean water improvement projects throughout the

state. We anticipate announcing a 6th funding round in early Spring. Please see our

webpage for more information on the Clean Water Design and Implementation BlockClean Water Design and Implementation Block

GrantGrant  program. 

New ACCD Brownfields Assessment
Funding Opportunity

In 2021, the Vermont Legislature allocated $25 million in funding to the Agency of Natural

Resources (ANR) and the Agency of Commerce and Community Development (ACCD) for

the characterization and clean up brownfield sites. Of its $11M allocation, ACCD is

providing $1M of this grant funding to Regional Planning Commissions for site assessment

statewide as part of its Brownfields Revitalization Program. For additional information or to

request environmental assessment funding for an eligible brownfields site, please contact

us.

Scenic Resources Survey

As a part of MARC’s Regional Plan update, a survey was recently conducted to identify

outstanding scenic resources within the region. Scenic resources add to the value of our

rural landscape and are an important reason people love living within and visiting the

Region. We asked survey participants questions about scenic highlands, lowlands, town

centers, and countryside vistas. The survey results are summarized below. Contact RachelRachel

with comments.

https://marcvt.org/clean-water-design-implementation-block-grant/
mailto:rscudder@marcvt.org
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