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Director's Corner

Meet Our New Planner, Alex Taft!Meet Our New Planner, Alex Taft!
Hi, Im Alexander Taft, LEED Green Associated a new

Senior Planner for Mount Ascutney Regional Commission.

I grew up in Albuquerque New Mexico, received a

Bachelor Arts from New Mexico in Environment, Planning

and Design with a Landscape Architecture focus in May

2011. I then moved to Colorado and completed a Master

of Landscape Architecture from University of Colorado –

Denver. I recently moved from the “Western Slope” of

Colorado to Vermont for the opportunity to shift my focus from zoning permits to long

range planning. In my free time I’m a mountain biker and skier with three dogs, so looking

forward to the opportunity to explore the Green Mountains.

Good News:Good News: Thanks to our federal delegation all the towns in Vermont are now eligible

to receive the  county portion of funding through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).

At the time of this newsletter, all the town have received 50% of the municipal share of the

funding and the county share should be dispersed within a week. The remaining 50% will

be disbursed in fiscal year 2023.

  

The Mount Ascutney Regional Commission will be sending out a survey within the next

couple of weeks to get a better understanding of questions Towns towns may have

regarding eligible uses of ARPA funds and, administrative and management requirements

of the funds, etc. After we have received the survey results, we will set setup a series of

meetings with individuals with expertise in the areas of concern. 



 

One final remark on ARPA, there is no need to rush to spend the money. You have until

2026 to complete your projects. In addition, the legislature has also allocated funds that

may be used in conjunction with your ARPA funds; we are still waiting for these state funds

to be released with their associated programs.  

Other Good News:Other Good News:    
The Mount Ascutney Regional Commission was recently awarded a $3.7 million grant for

the cleanup and demolition of the J&L #1 building in Springfield. The Regional

Commission has been working on cleaning up this site since 2002 and it is great to see

our efforts to cleanup the site are finally coming to fruition. In the Fall of 2020, the

Regional Commission with technical assistance form Stone Environmental, Weston and

Sampson, Clay Point and the property owner, Springfield Regional Development

Corporation developed a Request for Proposals for cleanup and demolition of the site. In

the summer of 2021, Costello Dismantling, from West Wareham, MA. was selected as the

contractor. Demolition activities should begin in early October 2021.

Keys to the ValleyKeys to the Valley

In June 2021, the three regional planning commissions in the greater Upper Valley

completed the Keys to the Valley housing study, and in July transitioned to implementing

ideas from the study to help address the desperate need for housing in the

region.  The study includes the 67-town area that is served by the Mount Ascutney

Regional Commission, Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission, and Upper

Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission.

 

The Keys to the Valley study came to a few conclusions, including the urgency to address

the region’s housing crisis, which hampers the sustainability and viability of our

businesses and communities. Many other parts of the country are experiencing similar

housing problems and solutions are not easy to implement. New approaches are needed

to provide more homes at prices that people can afford. To read more about this study,

visit the project website: https://www.keystothevalley.com/https://www.keystothevalley.com/. The White House has also

recently released an interesting article on alleviating supply constraints in the housing

market.

The Keys study proposes actions and provides planning tools that might help to, at least

partially, address this housing crisis. One proposal, to develop a regional housing fund, is

already being considered by organizations and businesses in the greater Upper

Valley. Another idea is to create a housing utility. The utility would connect people to

https://www.keystothevalley.com/


resources to enable them to develop accessory dwellings or to create additional units in

existing homes.   

Zoning is widely recognized as a barrier to the creation of new housing

developments. The Keys project includes recommendations for revising local land userevising local land use

bylawsbylaws and developed self-assessments for municipal policies and bylawsdeveloped self-assessments for municipal policies and bylaws. The Zoning forZoning for

Great Neighborhoods projectGreat Neighborhoods project is also a good reference. MARC intends to work with a few

communities under the Bylaws Modernization program over the next two years to help

address zoning and housing.

 

To read more about these and other implementation ideas, see the Keys to the ValleyKeys to the Valley

websitewebsite. A Committee focused on implementing the Keys housing study will be meeting

starting this autumn. If you are interested in learning more, please contact JasonJason or OtisOtis.

Hazard Mitigation Funding OpportunitiesHazard Mitigation Funding Opportunities

Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC)Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC): :  

Eligible Projects:Eligible Projects: Everything that was previously eligible will still be eligible, e.g., home

buyouts, floodplain restoration, culvert projects, Local Hazard Mitigation Planning grants,

etc. In addition, under BRIC, applicants can apply for Project ScopingProject Scoping or Direct TechnicalDirect Technical

AssistanceAssistance.

Cost Share: Cost Share: 75% federal, 25% local non-federal (cash and/or in-kind); up to 90% federal

share for small impoverished communities (as defined in the notice of funding); 100%

federal funding for management costs. 

Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA): :  

FMA funds must benefit an NFIP-participating community; ideally those with Repetitive

Loss/Severe Repetitive Loss properties.

Funding available for Project ScopingProject Scoping to develop community flood mitigation projects that

reduce future NFIP flood claims.

  

Projects can apply for per sub-applicant for Community Flood Mitigation ProjectsCommunity Flood Mitigation Projects  to

address community flood risk to reduce future NFIP flood claims.

  

Cost Share: Cost Share: 75% federal, 25% local non-federal (cash and/or in-kind); or up to 90% for

Repetitive-Loss and up to 100% for Severe-Repetitive Loss properties.

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) for COVID, DR-4532Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) for COVID, DR-4532: :  

President Biden has authorized FEMA to provide the State of Vermont funding through the

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) for the major disaster declared for the COVID-

https://www.keystothevalley.com/toolbox-orientation-and-goals-list/action-item-d/d1/
https://www.keystothevalley.com/toolbox-orientation-and-goals-list/topical-ready-resources/municipal-policy-review/
https://accd.vermont.gov/content/zoning-for-great-neighborhoods
https://accd.vermont.gov/content/zoning-for-great-neighborhoods
https://www.keystothevalley.com/
mailto:jrasmussen@marcvt.org
mailto:omunroe@marcvt.org
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_fy21-bric-project-scoping-psm.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities/resources


19 pandemic.  Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis, more information on a grant

deadline coming soon.

Flood Resilient Communities Fund (FRCF)Flood Resilient Communities Fund (FRCF): :  

The Flood Resilient Communities Fund (FRCF) is currently under development, subject to

approval by the Agency of Administration. This fund was established by the Vermont

Legislature under Act 74 with the intent of improving landscape and community resilience

and reducing the future public safety and water quality impacts of climate-related flood

hazards in Vermont, focusing on buyouts of flood-vulnerable properties. This program will

prioritize projects that are not eligible for FEMA funding, more details coming soon. Round

one of applications anticipated in October 2021 and round two January 2022.

Brownfields Revolving Loan FundBrownfields Revolving Loan Fund
Supplemental EPA Funding AwardSupplemental EPA Funding Award

MARC’s Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Program has been awarded $480,850 of

supplemental funding for F21 from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s

Brownfield’s Cleanup Grant Program. For more information on this program and

interest in this funding opportunity visit our Brownfields RLF ProgramBrownfields RLF Program webpage or

contact Cindy IngersollCindy Ingersoll. Funding is also available for environmental assessments andenvironmental assessments and

cleanup planningcleanup planning. 

Planning Funds Available

Municipal Planning Grants support local planning efforts and promote planning,

revitalization, and development activities that maintain Vermont’s land use goal of compact

settlements separated by rural lands.  Applications are due November 1st. For more

information, see the MPG grant websitegrant website.  Please contact Jason Rasmussen or Alex Taft if

MARC can assist with an application.

The Department of Housing and Community Development recommends that municipalities

with bylaw amendment projects that meet this special program's requirements apply for

these funds instead of a Municipal Planning Grant; however, a municipality may apply for

both Municipal Planning Grant and Bylaw Modernization Grant funds in FY22.

 

Bylaw Modernization Grants are a special one-time funding opportunity to update bylaws,

implement Zoning for Great Neighborhoods, and expand choice and opportunity for

homes in pedestrian-oriented neighborhoods.  Applications are due November

15th. Projects must be completed between February 1, 2022 and January 31, 2024. For

more information on the grant, see the Bylaw Modernization grant websitgrant websitee or the ZoningZoning

for Great Neighborhoods websitefor Great Neighborhoods website. . 

Clean Water Design and Implementation Block GrantClean Water Design and Implementation Block Grant
Funding Request for ApplicationsFunding Request for Applications

https://marcvt.org/mount-ascutney-regional-brownfields-revolving-loan-fund-marbrlf/
mailto:cingersoll@marcvt.org
https://marcvt.org/environmental-site-assessments/
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/municipal-planning-grant
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/municipal-planning-grant
https://accd.vermont.gov/content/bylaw-modernization-grants
https://accd.vermont.gov/content/bylaw-modernization-grants
https://accd.vermont.gov/content/zoning-for-great-neighborhoods


MARC was recently awarded supplemental funding of, approximately, $1.4 million through

the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to support the design,

permitting and construction of clean water improvement projects throughout the state. This

new funding will be administered under the new FY21 Clean Water Initiative Program

Policy (CWIP). We will be announcing the next funding round on September 10th. Please

check our Clean Water Design and Implementation Block GrantClean Water Design and Implementation Block Grant  webpage for the new

CWIP FY2021 policy and additional information on this new round. There have been some

changes in project eligibility, so we encourage you to review the new policy before

applying. For questions contact Chris YurekChris Yurek or Cindy IngersollCindy Ingersoll.

News from SWWCSWMD!News from SWWCSWMD!

If you are a resident of: Andover, Athens, Baltimore,

Cavendish, Chester, Grafton, Ludlow, Plymouth, Reading,

Rockingham, Springfield, Weathersfield, West Windsor, or

Windsor, you are welcome to participate in the household

hazardous waste collection on TUESDAY, September 21,TUESDAY, September 21,

2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. at the Springfield Transfer Station, 1352:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. at the Springfield Transfer Station, 135

Fairground Road/100 Recycle WayFairground Road/100 Recycle Way . Please wear a mask

and stay in your vehicle. For a list of what to bring and what not to bring,

v i s i t www.vtsolidwastedistrict.orgwww.vtsolidwastedistrict.org. For more information, call 674-9235674-9235 or

email mobrien@marcvt.orgmobrien@marcvt.org.

Be prepared to wait in line - bring something to read - no cell service.Be prepared to wait in line - bring something to read - no cell service.

PAINT -PAINT -  The following retailers will accept any brand paint, year-round, during regular

business hours: Aubuchon Hardware and LaValley Building Supply in Ludlow; Bibens

Home Center and Sherwin-Williams in Springfield; and Aubuchon Hardware in Windsor.

These retailers only accept paint in labeled, non-rusty cans. Bring all other paint cans to a

household hazardous waste collection.

2020 Census Population Counts Available

The Vermont Center for Geographic Information (VCGI) has processed the first release of

2020 Census data. VCGI has made the population data available to explore and download

on their website here: https://vcgi.vermont.gov/data-release/2020-census-datahttps://vcgi.vermont.gov/data-release/2020-census-data.

  

The next data release is expected at the end of September. For a copy of the currently

available data for the MARC region, contact Otis at omunroe@marcvt.orgomunroe@marcvt.org.

https://marcvt.org/clean-water-design-implementation-block-grant/
mailto:cyurek@marcvt.org
mailto:cingersoll@marcvt.org
http://www.vtsolidwastedistrict.org/
mailto:mobrien@marcvt.org
https://vcgi.vermont.gov/data-release/2020-census-data
mailto:omunroe@marcvt.org


Managing EAB Infested Ash: A One Day WorkshopManaging EAB Infested Ash: A One Day Workshop
for Municipal Staff and Arboristsfor Municipal Staff and Arborists

The Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program and local hosts in Essex and

Montpelier invite public works employees, road foremen and crews, arborists, parks staff,

and other municipal land and vegetation managers to a day-long workshop to learn more

about the skills and safety standards needed to address ash trees infested with emerald

ash borer. Workshops will be held on September 8th and 9th from 8am-3pm. For more

information and to register visit the Urban and Community Forestry websitewebsite. 

Transportation Project InformationTransportation Project Information

This summer has been a particularly busy one for VTrans. You’ve probably noticed all the

construction and maintenance activity on the state highways and bridges

in the Region. For information on ongoing and planned state transportation projects and

highway closures, make sure to check the VTransparency public information portal

at https://vtransparency.vermont.gov/https://vtransparency.vermont.gov/. 

Regional Transportation Plan Update

Do you have ideas for what the Region’s future transportation priorities should be? If so,

we want to hear from you. For the past year MARC has been updating our Regional

Transportation Plan. So far, we’ve been paying particular attention to updating the Plan’s

transit, bicycle & pedestrian, and aviation sections. If you have ideas you want to share

or would like a copy of the current draft, contact Otis at omunroe@marcvt.orgomunroe@marcvt.org. 

Getting Started with Electric Vehicles

Interested in electric vehicles, but curious what it’s like to own and drive one? Or have you

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/community/story/managing-eab-infested-ash-one-day-workshop-municipal-staff-and-arborists
https://vtransparency.vermont.gov/
https://vtransparency.vermont.gov/
mailto:omunroe@marcvt.org


thought about going electric in your community but are not sure where to start, and what

rebates are available? Green Mountain Power (GMP) is making it simple and fun to learn

about electric vehicles and electric vehicle charging at an upcoming EV webinar with GMP

on Tuesday September 21Tuesday September 21stst, at 7:00pm, at 7:00pm.

 

Join the Zoom Meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83275391279?https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83275391279?

pwd=R0pnZ1pHbTJvSDJWWk43UUJYOU5Mdz09pwd=R0pnZ1pHbTJvSDJWWk43UUJYOU5Mdz09.. 

(Meeting ID: 832 7539 1279; Passcode: 430681)

Hidden Worlds: Hartness State Airport

Several popular events made their return to the Hartness

State airport this summer, such as the Women Soaring

Pilots Seminar and Green Mountain Aerobatic contest.

These events draw participants and spectators from across

New England and the rest of the country and benefit many

local businesses. To learn more about these and other events held at Hartness this year,

see this write up by the Springfield Airport Commission.

https://www.springfielddevelopment.org/hidden-worlds-hartness-state-airport/https://www.springfielddevelopment.org/hidden-worlds-hartness-state-airport/
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