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Director's Corner

The Mount Ascutney Regional Commission (MARC) and the Springfield Regional
Development Corporation (SRDC) have been working with our Senators to get support for
the Governor’s proposal for one-time funding for brownfields. The Governor has proposed
$25 million dollars for brownfield assessment and clean-up. The towns of Springfield and
Windsor have been targeted for use of these funds. J&L #1, alone, could potentially
receive $4 to 6 million dollars for cleanup. With these funds we will finally be able to
demolish the building and cleanup the site.  MARC and SRDC started working on cleaning
up the J&L #1 site in 1998! Keep your fingers crossed. 

The other issue we are addressing is the American Rescue PlanAct which was signed into
law by President Biden last week on March 11, 2021. There is a lot of excitement about
the bill throughout the region. We have received many inquiries about dollar amounts to
towns, eligible activities, terms, and conditions. I have included a hyperlink from the bill
that addresses funding for towns and counties; Subtitle M—Coronavirus State and Local
Fiscal Recovery Funds. At this point, it appears the funds for municipalities are restricted
to COVID expenses and recovery costs and related COVID expenses. The section of the
bill that towns are most interested in is the non-COVID recovery section which allows for
funding for sewer and water, broadband and infrastructure. There has not been a
definition of infrastructure, however, according to our Congressional delegation,
transportation projects are ineligible.

We will be working closely with SRDC, VLCT and other organizations. As we get more
and better information, we will schedule a Zoom meeting for our towns in the next couple
weeks. 

Tom Kennedy, Executive Director

Rachel Scudder Joins MARC Staff

"Hello! I am MARC’s new planner. I am originally from
Rochester, NY. I received a bachelor’s degree in
landscape architecture at the SUNY College of
Environmental Science and Forestry in 2016. I
graduated in May 2020 from a dual master’s program
in Urban Design and Community and Regional
Planning at Iowa State University. I wrote my thesis
on planning methods for food waste management
and am passionate about equitable sustainability in
design and planning. In my free time, I like hiking,
cooking, making art, and reading. I am excited to start
my new chapter at MARC and experience everything
the Region has to offer!"
 
Rachel Scudder can be contacted
at rscudder@marcvt.org or at 802-674-9201 ext.
116.

Springfield: One of the Best Places to Work from Home

PC Magazine recently named Springfield as one of the best places to work from home,
citing the broadband services available through VTel. Matt Dune is quoted in the article
suggesting that potential Vermonters should look to VTel’s service area to find values;
noting that there are a lot of beautiful buildings available for purchase in Springfield. To
read the article, see PC Magazine's website.

A Regional EPA Brownfields Success Story

As you may have heard, the Environmental Protection Agency's Brownfields Program
has selected our cleanup project at the Goodyear Industrial Campus in Windsor
for their Success Story series. Mount Ascutney Regional Commission’s Brownfields
Revolving Loan Fund provided environmental cleanup financing and technical assistance
to initiate the redevelopment of this blighted site which now produces 500 kilowatts of
solar energy for the region.

Vaccination Eligibility Expands Monday, March 8th, to
People Age 55+ with High-Risk Conditions

Starting Monday, March 8, Vermonters ages 55+ with certain high-risk health conditions
are eligible for FREE COVID-19 vaccines. Appointments can be made online at
healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine. Anyone who is unable to make their appointment online,
needs help, or who wants to speak with someone in a language other than English can
call 855-722-7878. 

2021 Connecticut River Speaker Series

This year, the Connecticut River Joint Commission (CRJC) Subcommittees will be working
together to celebrate and learn more about our Connecticut River – its history, science
and culture. CRJC invites residents of the Connecticut River Valley to join and participate
in four speaker series events occurring virtually on Tuesdays at 6pm:
 

MARCH 23: River Paths for Wildlife
MAY 25: Future of Invasive Species Management
SEPTEMBER 28: A History of the Connecticut
NOVEMBER: Water Quality & Green Infrastructure

To register or for more information about the speaker series visit CRJC's Website.

Ludlow Awarded Planning Grants

Ludlow was awarded funding from VTrans’ Mobility and Transportation Innovations
(MTI) program to evaluate the feasibility of microtransit or after-hours shuttle services in
the Ludlow and Okemo Mountain Resort area to enhance mobility options, reduce single-
occupant vehicle trips, address periods of high demand, and to enhance the visitor’s
experience in Ludlow. A Request for Proposals was released recently, and MARC staff will
be supporting the planning effort. For more information, contact Otis. 

Ludlow was also awarded a Municipal Planning Grant to develop a Village Center Master
Plan. The plan involves community outreach and will develop an implementation-focused
plan to revitalize the village and further COVID-19 economic recovery efforts. MARC staff
are working with municipal staff and local boards to develop this plan over the next 16
months. Contact Rachel or Jason for more information. 

Creation Grants

The Vermont Arts Council is now accepting applications for its annual Creation Grant,
which support the creation of new work by Vermont artists. Creation Grants can fund time,
materials, some equipment costs, and space rental for artists and artist groups.The grant
amount for this program is $4,000 per award. Applications are due on April 14, 2021. For
more information and the application form, see the Arts Council website.

AARP Community Challenge Grant Program
 Now Accepting 2021 Applications

AARP Vermont invites community organizations and local governments across the state to
apply for the 2021 Community Challenge grant program, now through April 14. Grants
fund quick-action projects that can range from several hundred dollars for small, short-
term activities to several thousand or tens of thousands for larger projects that address
placemaking, transportation and mobility, housing, civic engagement, COVID-19 recovery,
diversity and inclusion, and more.

The Community Challenge is open to 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(6) nonprofits and
government entities. Other types of organizations will be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

The application deadline is 8:00 p.m., April 14, 2021, and all projects must be completed
by November 10, 2021. To submit an application and view past grantees, visit AARP's
website.

Design Implementation Block Grant

The fourth round of projects has been awarded under the 2019 Design/Implementation
Block Grant under the Clean Water Initiative Program. To-date a total of $1.3 million has
been awarded for design and construction projects with strong water quality benefits. At
this time all funding is encumbered but we anticipate that supplemental funding is on the
horizon. Until then an updated Clean Water Initiative Program Funding Policy for
Fiscal Year 2021 has been released and a Q&A is in progress. Look for the new
policy with key changes and future funding to be posted on our DIBG webpage soon.  

Free Wi-Fi Installation and Improvements

There is a program available to connect students, families, residents and visitors to the
internet, especially those living in rural and underserved communities. This program is
sponsored by a non-profit agency called Information Technology Disaster
Resource Center, in response to the COVID-19 crisis. While installation is free, the town
must provide the internet service and the cost for the WiFi management software. If you
would like to be involved with this program, you must submit a request quickly.  To do so,
use the request form through this link.   

In addition, MARC has maps for each town with existing and potential Wi-Fi hotspot
locations. To get a copy of the maps, assistance with your request and discuss the
program, please contact Allison or Rachel. 

LEMP Updates due by May 1st

Regardless of your Town Meeting schedule this year, it is time to update and submit your
Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP) for 2021. As a reminder, your LEMP must
be updated annually in order to maintain a higher rate of state assistance under the The
Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund (ERAF). The due date is May 1, 2021. Please
contact Allison early for assistance and to submit your plan. Please follow this link to find
both short and long form templates and the adoption form.

The RPC can work with you to look at the optional annexes and appendices to include
with your plan. The Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) may be of particular interest.
It is also important to check and make sure that the contacts listed throughout your Plan
are still current and up to date. Finally, check your NIMS list and make sure it accurately
lists equipment.

The Current Rebranded as the MOOver, Resumes
Medicaid Services

The nearly year-long re-branding
effort to convert The Current into
the MOOver is almost complete.
Both Southeast Vermont Transit
(SEVT) divisions are now
nicknamed The MOOver. To
differentiate between the two, the
company will use the names
Rockingham MOOver and the
Wilmington MOOver.
Rockingham’s buses now have
their Holstein spots. Bus stop
signs, uniforms, schedules,
stationary, and building signs also
say or will say MOOver. A new

single website is now live at moover.com.

The MOOver will resume providing Medicaid transportation to qualified clients in southern
Windsor County starting March 1, 2021. The MOOver resumed Medicaid transportation in
Windham County on February 1, 2021. Medicaid clients can call The MOOver Monday-
Friday 7:45 am-4:30 pm toll free at 1-888-869-6287 or 802-460-7433. For more
information, the press release can be read here.

Draft Airport System Plan Released for Comment

VTrans has developed a draft plan that will serve as a 20-year long-range vision and set of
goals that will guide the future of Vermont’s public use airports. The Draft Airport System
Plan is available for review on VTrans’ website. A virtual public meeting will be held on
March 24, 2021 at 6:00pm. See the project website for more information.   

GMP Workplace Electric Vehicle Charging Program

Green Mountain Power is beginning a pilot program that allows businesses, organizations
and municipalities to install EV chargers for public use with no upfront costs. Instead, a
subscription beginning at $35/month covers a level 2 charger, installation, software,
project management and maintenance. Financing is available through the Vermont
Economic Development Authority (VEDA). For more information, see GMP’s webpage.
VEDA applications require a letter of support from the RPC. Contact Jason with
requests.  

Municipal Roads Grants-in-Aid
 Construction Beginning Soon

A fourth round of Municipal Roads Grants-in-Aid funding was issued to RPCs and Vermont
municipalities in fall of 2020. This year, seven of MARC’s ten member towns signed up to
participate in construction of road best management practices (BMPs) to comply with the
new drainage standards set forth in the Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP). Eligible
projects include stone armoring drainage ditches, installing check
dams, installation/replacement of drainage culverts, hydroseeding, lowering of high road
shoulders, and closed drainage system outlet stabilization, among other things.
  
MARC staff will contact participating towns in the coming weeks to discuss site selection,
schedule pre-construction site meetings, discuss project specific site requirements, and
stakeout project limits. Note that all construction will need to be complete before the end
of the 2021 construction season. Please do not begin implementing any projects prior
to an on-site meeting with MARC staff and a written Notice to Proceed. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Yurek or Cindy.   

New VTrans Work Zone Safety
and Mobility Policy and Guidance

VTrans released new a new Work Zone and Mobility Policy this February. The Policy and
Guidance document outlines state- and project-level processes and procedures required
to be compliant with VTrans Work Zone Safety and Mobility Policy and Federal
Regulations. The intent is for every new project to incorporate the new processes by
October 1st, 2021 and for existing projects to incorporate them if possible. To access the
Policy and Guidance document and for additional resources, visit the VTrans webpage. 

News from SWWCSWMD

The Town of Springfield was recently recognized as
a “2020 Top 100 Leader in Sustainability” for diverting
more than 9,900 pounds of batteries in 2020 through the
Call2Recycle battery collection and recycling program at
the Springfield Transfer Station. The large volume of
batteries reflects the popularity of the program with
residents.

  
Rechargeable batteries have been recycled for many years but it was only in 2014 that
Vermont passed a law that covered all household primary batteries, such as AA, AAA, C,
D, watch and hearing aid batteries. And, seven years later, Vermont is still the only state in
the country with such a law.
 
The materials in batteries are valuable; processers use them to make steel, silverware,
pots and pans, new batteries, and golf clubs. All transfer stations in the
District accept batteries. There are also outdoor collection buckets at the Andover, Athens,
Grafton, Weathersfield, and Windsor town offices for convenient 24/7 drop-off. Battery
recycling is an easy and impactful activity to conserve natural resources and
protect our planet. 
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