
A defunct concrete stream crossing to be removed as part
of the Andover flood resilience project.  
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Message From Executive Director Kennedy

Sadly for us, on December 1, 2016, Dan Potter started his new position with the Vermont Public Service
Department and we wish him well in his new employment adventure. With Dan's departure, we have
reassigned project responsibilities in the office. Chris Yurek and Cindy Ingersoll will be responsible for
activities associated with the water quality program. Allison Hopkins will be handling the brownfield's
program with assistance from Cindy Ingersoll. If you have any questions about these program, feel free to
call or email them.

Emergency Management

Red Cross Presents at LEPC #3 and Brings ERV!
Red Cross representatives - David Muse, Kristen Binau, and Karen Dudley - recently presented at a
meeting of the Local Emergency Planning Committee #3 (LEPC 3).  Along with discussing the mission and
values of the ARC, they brought news of two major programs currently underway and asked for the
LEPC's help in getting the word out: The Pillowcase Project and the Home Fire Campaign. Details for both
of these projects can be found 
here. 
Participants at the meeting were also able to tour an ARC Emergency Response Vehicle (ERV) that can
quickly transform so that volunteers can either serve thousands of meals a day or meet one-on-one with
families and individuals displaced by a disaster event. For more information and to be added to the LEPC
distribution list, please contact Allison . 

Inside the ARC Emergency Response Vehicle ARC Emergency Response Vehicle 

February 15th Federal Procurement Training Course
A training session about FEMA procurement requirements is being held on Wednesday, February 15th
from 10 am to 12 noon in Room 312 at 171 Bridge Street, White River Junction.  This course is titled
Procurement Under FEMA Awards: Requirements for Recipients and Subrecipients When Procuring
Services and Supplies with Funding under Stafford Act Grant Programs.   It is designed for State, Local,
and Tribal emergency management personnel, and private non-profit entities who procure services that
may be reimbursable under the FEMA program.  For more information and to RSVP which is required,
click   here . For more information, please contact Allison. 

Interagency Regional Spring Flooding Briefings
The purpose of these briefings is to provide local jurisdictions and regional entities with information about
conditions that may result in spring flooding and proactive measures to prepare for, respond to, and
recovery from flooding events.  A briefing will be held from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon on Thursday, February
23, 2017 at 171 Bridge Street in White River Junction.  Please contact Allison to learn more about the
briefing and to RSVP. 

Local Emergency Operations Plans Due By May 1st
It's that time of year again to update your Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP), and submit it to
SWCRPC between Town Meeting Day and May 1, 2017.  There have been no modifications to the Base
Plan for 2017, so municipalities should continue to use the Base Plan template that was released in 2016.
 Appendices are optional, but they serve as an additional resource for your municipality to enhance
emergency preparedness.  The following appendices have been added for 2017:

B8 Continuity of Operations Plan;
B9 Evacuation Plan;
B10 Debris Management Plan;
C6 Shelter Inspections; and,
C7 Municipal Guidance for Flood Emergencies.

The LEOP requires the certifying individual to take ICS 402 or ICS 100.  DEMHS is offering ICS 402
around the state this spring.  Course offerings are available on the Division of Emergency Management
and Homeland Security website .  Please contact Allison to learn more about the updates and for
assistance updating the document. 

Land Use Planning

Land Use Advisory Committee Established
This year we will be working to refine the Land Use Chapter and the Future Land Use Map in the Southern
Windsor County Regional Plan.  We want to invite greater participation into the process.  A Land Use
Advisory Committee was recently created to inform this update process and make recommendations to
the SWCRPC Board.  Being a committee member will involve reviewing draft documents and attending a
handful of meetings.  If you are interested in serving on this committee, please contact   Jason . 

Transportation News

Better Roads Grant
A new round of Better Roads grants has been announced.  This is a funding opportunity for construction
projects that correct roadway-related erosion or water quality issues.  Examples of eligible projects include
stone lined ditch installation, stream bank stabilization, or culvert replacement.  Applications are due on
March 17, 2017.  For more information contact   Katharine or visit the Better Roads Program   website . 

Downtown Transportation Funds Available
The Department of Housing and Community Development is pleased to announce the availability of
approximately $330,000 in Downtown Transportation Fund Grants to support revitalization efforts in
Designated Downtowns.  The Downtown Transportation Fund assists municipalities in paying for
transportation-related capital improvements within or serving a Designated Downtown. Past projects
include streetscape improvements, bicycle and pedestrian paths, rail or bus facilities, utility relocation,
street lighting, way-finding signage and other transportation related projects.   

Grant applications are due March 6, 2017 .  See the 2017 Downtown Transportation Fund Grant Program
Description for more information. 

Draft Framework for Municipal Roads General Permit Now Available
By the end of 2017, the Agency of Natural Resources will release the Final Municipal Roads General
Permit which will apply to all town roads.  A draft framework for what this permit may contain is now
available for review.  It includes draft requirements for roadway inventories, 20-year implementation plans,
application fee, annual operating fees, and semi-annual reporting.  This is an important opportunity to
review the draft details. For more information, contact Katharine or download the "Draft Framework" from
this   website . 

Water Quality

SWCRPC to Lead Flood Resiliency
Effort in Andover
The SWCRPC was recently awarded
$26,520 through the Department of
Environmental Conservation's Ecosystem
Restoration Program (ERP) to conduct a
series of small flood resiliency projects
along the confluence of Andover Branch
and Trout Brook in Andover. This effort is
intended to reestablish floodplain access
and stabilize stream banks to reduce
sedimentation in the stream. The
SWCRPC is partnering with the Windham
County Natural Resources Conservation
District and the Southeastern Vermont
Watershed Alliance on this effort. For
more information contact Cindy Ingersoll
or Chris Yurek.

Click Here For Our
Upcoming Events 

Grant Opportunites

Please refer to our
Grants Website for up
to date information
about existing grants
relevant for our towns
and region. 

Town Plans That
Matter
Vermont's Community
Planning and
Revitalization Division
is hosting a webinar on
Wednesday February
15, 2017 from 12:15 pm
to 1:00 pm.  If you are
working on your town
plan, please join us for
a conversation about
planning that achieves
the results desired by
the community.  The
Vermont Planning
Manual will be
introduced during the
webinar, and the host
and guest presenters
will discuss ways to
create an inclusive
process and a plan that
meets statutory
requirements while
providing the town with
clear and strategic
direction.  Register here
to participate. 

Southern Windsor
Windham Counties
Solid Waste
Management
District 

Household
Hazardous Waste
Collections Are
Coming!
Mark your calendars
now, spring will be here
before we know it.  On
Saturday, May 13 from
9:00 a.m. until 1:00
p.m. at the Springfield
Transfer Station, the
District will host a
collection.  On the
following Saturday, May
20, the District will host
a second collection at
the Ludlow Transfer
Station - same hours.
Go to our website for a
list of accepted
materials. 

Stay Connected

Don't forget about
us! 
When there are
personnel changes on
your boards or in the
office, please help us
by sending your
updates to us promptly.
 We use your contact
information for a variety
of purposes including: 
 grant opportunities; 
upcoming road
construction projects
(including road and
bridge closures); 
trainings and events 
and many other things!
If you have any updates
for town staff or
volunteers, please send
them to Chris Titus .

Are you on Front Porch
Forum?

The towns of
Cavendish, Reading,
Weathersfield, West
Windsor, and Windsor
have all joined. The
mission of Front Porch
Forum is to help
neighbors connect and
build community. It
does that by hosting
regional networks of
online neighborhood
forums. Common sense
and a growing body of
research tell us that
well-connected
neighborhoods are
friendlier places to live,
with less crime,
healthier residents,
higher property values,
and better service from
local government and
public utilities.
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Message From Executive Director  Tom Kennedy

National Award for Transit Study
We were recently informed that NADO (National Association of Development Organizations) has
recognized the SWCRPC for it's transit mobility study entitled A to B Mobility Report that was developed by
Katharine Otto. Great job, Katharine! For more information, read the related article in this newsletter. 

Lights,  Cameras, Action
A video was recently released that highlights the work the SWCRPC has been doing to improve flood
resiliency on the Mill Brook in West Windsor. A special thanks go out to Chris Yurek, an Eco-Americorp
volunteer working in our office and Cindy Ingersoll, our Special Projects Planner. The Commission would
also like to recognize the High Meadows Foundation for their generous support in funding this project. 
Also special thanks to the Connecticut River Conservancy (formerly Connecticut River Watershed Council)
for producing the video.  A link to to video is in the article below.

Water Quality

Mill Dam Removal in West Windsor 
During the winter of 2017 the SWCRPC, in partnership with Fitzgerald Environmental Associates, LLC and
Murphy & Son Construction, Inc., removed a breached mill dam in West Windsor. By removing the
remains of this structure it eliminated a high flow constriction, mitigating upstream flooding and
downstream erosive force in order to improve flood resiliency. Funding for this project was provided by the
High Meadows Fund.

To view a video about this project click  here. 

Emergency Management

Local Emergency Operations Plans (LEOPs) Due By May 1st
A friendly reminder that Local Emergency Operations Plans (LEOPs) are due on May 1, 2017 in order to
meet the Vermont Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund and several public safety related grant
requirements. There have been no modifications to the Base Plan for 2017, so municipalities should
continue to use the Base Plan template that was released in 2016.  Appendices are optional, but they
serve as an additional resource for your municipality to enhance emergency preparedness.  
The LEOP requires the certifying individual to take ICS 402 or ICS 100.  DEMHS is offering ICS 402
around the state this spring (see trainings section below for an upcoming class in Ascutney).  Course
offerings are available on the Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security website .
 Please contact Allison to learn more about the updates and for assistance updating your plan. 

Red Cross Disaster Bootcamp
The Disaster Bootcamp is a fast track training opportunity for individuals interested in becoming an
American Red Cross Disaster Responder. The Bootcamp is a 2.5 day long training workshop on Friday,
April 21st through Sunday, April 23rd at the Wilmington Fire Department. Everyone is welcome. Breakfast
and lunch provided on Saturday and Sunday. Find more information here or contact David Muse. 

Training Event
Incident Command System (ICS) Summary for Executives (ICS 402) will be held on May 5th at 9:00 a.m.
in the  SWCRPC offices. The purpose of this course is to provide an orientation to the Incident Command
System for Executives and Senior Officials. To register for this event, please contact Allison.

Energy

Efficiency Vermont Launches Speakers Bureau
Efficiency Vermont is offering free workshops for community groups and businesses designed to help
Vermonters make energy improvements. Each workshop addresses how a particular technology works,
associated economics, and available technical and financial resources. Efficiency Vermont will provide an
energy expert to deliver the presentation, guidance on how to effectively organize a workshop, and
educational and public outreach materials. Community groups and businesses are asked to take primary
responsibility for getting the word out and securing the venue. The following educational workshops are
currently available:

Button Up Vermont : how homes lose energy and primary opportunities for air sealing and insulation
Cold Climate Heat Pumps : the latest in heat pump technology, the relative economics compared to
other fuel sources, and successful case studies
Mobile Home Efficiency : improvements unique to mobile homes, with a focus on DIY opportunities
Modern Wood Heating: how wood pellet central heating systems work, and the relative cost and
savings compared to other systems
Slash Your Energy Bills: introductory workshop on reducing energy bills through low-cost efficiency
improvements, weatherization, and more
Zero Energy Homes : the path toward a zero energy home with energy efficiency, heat pumps, and
solar

To schedule a workshop, sign up  here on the Efficiency Vermont website or call 1 888-921-5990.

GIS & Mapping

BioFinder has been Updated!
BioFinder 2016 is a new and improved version of the mapping tools and database that can help you to
identify lands and waters in Vermont that contribute most to biological diversity. BioFinder includes
datasets that are helpful for conservation planning. For more information, visit here or contact Katharine. 

Transportation News

Creating the "Right Side of the Tracks" in Windsor
Congratulations to the Town of Windsor for securing nearly $63,000 in a Better Connections grant to help
improve the downtown area located between the railroad tracks and the Connecticut River.  The project
involves creating an action plan to guide downtown commercial and industrial redevelopment, improve
housing affordability in surrounding neighborhoods, and explore ideas to reconnect to the Connecticut
River - in order to make Windsor a great place to live, work and do business.  Visit the program website to
learn more about the Better Connections Grant Program.

How would you get from Point A to Point B without your own car?
Not everyone in the region has access to a personal vehicle,  whether by choice or for other reasons, such
as the high cost of owning and operating a car, a lack of a driver's license, or not feeling comfortable
driving after dark or in poor weather conditions.  The SWCRPC has just completed a project which looks at
how people can get around the Region if they don't have their own vehicle.  The final report includes a list
of existing transportation services available -  there are over 40 service providers in the Region!  It
identifies challenges and opportunities to providing or obtaining the rides.  For more information about the
project visit here or contact Katharine. 

Municipal Roads General Permit Update 
On March 21 st , the SWCRPC hosted an
informational meeting on the draft Municipal Roads
General Permit (MRGP) framework at the
Springfield Town Hall.  Jim Ryan of the Vermont
Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) presented the
draft framework to and answered questions from
attendees, including municipal road foreman, town
managers, and Selectboard members.
 
For more information, visit the  DEC's website that
details the development of the Municipal Roads
General Permit. 

Traffic counts or speed studies needed?
The summer fieldwork season is fast approaching.  If you want to request a traffic count or speed study for
this summer, please contact Katharine.  These counts are carried out as the budget and time
allows. Requests are considered on a first come first serve basis.  We already have several counts/studies
on the list in addition to the regular locations! 

Transportation Project Prioritization
This year's round of transportation project prioritization is completed.  The Transportation Advisory
Committee is asked each year to rank projects that VTrans is considering funding, including state road
paving, major repairs and replacements of state bridges and large town highway bridge projects.  The
SWCRPC voted to confirm the TAC recommendations at their March meeting.  For more information visit
this site or contact Katharine. 

Click Here For Our
Upcoming Events 

Grant Opportunites

Please refer to our
Grants Website for up
to date information
about existing grants
relevant for our towns
and region. 

Southern Windsor
Windham Counties
Solid Waste
Management
District 

HHW Collections for
District Residents 
The District sponsors
four events each year
for the collection and
safe disposal of
household hazardous
wastes. Residents and
businesses from all
member towns may
participate. Businesses
will be charged a fee
and must pre-register.
No pre-registration
required for residents.

The 2017 spring
collections will be on
Saturday, May 13 at the
Springfield Transfer
Station from 9:00 a.m. -
1:00 p.m. and on
Saturday, May 20 at the
Ludlow Transfer Station
from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. Two additional
collections will be held
in September. For a list
of what-to-bring and
what-not-to-bring, go to
the website. 

Stay Connected

Don't forget about
us! 
When there are
personnel changes on
your boards or in the
office, please help us
by sending your
updates to us promptly.
 We use your contact
information for a variety
of purposes including: 
 grant opportunities; 
upcoming road
construction projects
(including road and
bridge closures); 
trainings and events 
and many other things!
If you have any updates
for town staff or
volunteers, please send
them to Chris Titus .

Are you on Front Porch
Forum?

The towns of
Cavendish, Reading,
Weathersfield, West
Windsor, and Windsor
have all joined. The
mission of Front Porch
Forum is to help
neighbors connect and
build community. It
does that by hosting
regional networks of
online neighborhood
forums. Common sense
and a growing body of
research tell us that
well-connected
neighborhoods are
friendlier places to live,
with less crime,
healthier residents,
higher property values,
and better service from
local government and
public utilities.

Join My Mailing List

S outhern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission  
PO Box 320 

38 Ascutney Park Road 
Ascutney, VT 05030

Telephone: 802-674-9201
Fax: 802-674-5711

General Email: info@swcrpc.org 
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ECVEDD

Housing Workshop 
You are cordially invited to a Housing Workshop
hosted by the East Central Vermont Economic
Development District (ECVEDD): "Housing and
Economic Development, the Symbiotic
Relationship".

Thursday, June 15, 2017
Refreshments served from 5:30 - 6:15 pm.
  Program to begin 6:15 pm
Barrette Center for the Arts in White River
Junction
RSVP To Mark at GMEDC, 802-295-3710

The workshop will feature a panel of speakers who
will discuss the current housing needs in Vermont
and why the subject is so critical to a sustainable
economy. They will offer their thoughts on the
opportunities and challenges for development from
both the private and public perspectives.

Water Quality

Municipal Roads Grants-in-Aid Pilot Project
Vermont's regional planning commissions and the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) are pleased to invite municipalities to sign up for a new Municipal Roads Grants-in-Aid Pilot
Project. DEC's Clean Water Initiative Program is offering approximately $2.1 million to support this pilot
project. The funding will help Vermont achieve its water quality goals by aiding municipalities in
implementing best management practices on municipal roads. This additional support will help
municipalities get a jump start on meeting the forthcoming DEC Municipal Roads General Permit
requirements .
 
The Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission will be contacting municipalities inviting
them to participate in this pilot project. The program is voluntary, but in order to participate, municipalities
must sign up by July 5, 2017.  Contact Tom Kennedy for more information.

Energy

Enhanced Regional Energy Plan
Act 174 (of 2016) enables municipal and regional plans to carry greater weight (i.e. "substantial
deference") in the Section 248 siting process for renewable energy projects.   With this in mind, the
SWCRPC is in the process of developing a new regional energy plan with the intent of meeting the new
enhanced energy planning standards in order to get "substantial deference".  Click here to read more
about what this will entail.  Contact Jason Rasmussen for more information.

Photos Needed

New State Advertising Campaign
The Vermont Department of Tourism & Marketing is working to promote
all 251 Vermont towns as a tourism destination and highlight the unique
communities. The ad campaign starts this summer and will run all the
way through summer of 2018. They are looking for good high resolution
photos, unique locations, events and attractions from all towns
throughout the state. The information will also be used to populate the
towns and regions section in the  251 Vermont towns section of
VermontVacation.com . Information can be submitted through this link. 

Regional Plan

Regional Land Use Advisory Committee
The SWCRPC hired Place Sense to assist with preparing updates to the land use chapter of the
Regional Plan.  Our advisory committee, which was established by the Board of Commissioners a few
months ago, is meeting monthly to help guide the ongoing update process.  The committee is made up
of local planning commission and conservation commission members.  A draft document and the
corresponding maps should be ready to be released for public review within a couple months.  Please
contact Jason Rasmussen if you would like more information about this project.

Transportation News

Operation Safety Corridor 
VTrans is establishing interstate Safety Corridors
throughout Vermont where a combination of high
traffic volume, high speeds and a high rate of
crashes demands an increased level of
enforcement. These areas are where Vermont
drivers are most at risk.  The focus is to reduce
speeding, distracted, aggressive and impaired
driving, and to increase seat belt use. The hope is
to reduce the number of crashes and tickets
issued through an increased police presence.

Operation Safety Corridor involves the efforts of
the Vermont State Police, Department of Motor
Vehicles, and local law enforcement agencies.  It
will focus on four high-traffic corridors: I-91
between Exits 1 and 3, the Hartford I-89/I-91
interchange area, I-89 between Exits 7 and 10,
and I-89 between Exits 12 and 17. Click here for
more information and maps of the focus areas.

Transportation Construction Projects
Construction season is in full swing around our region, with many transportation projects being
completed by towns and VTrans.  For the VTrans projects, weekly updates are available via email or
project websites were created to provide up to date information.  Please let Katharine Otto know if there
are any projects which you would like to receive weekly updates about, and she will get you added to the
lists.
 
Some of the larger projects this year include:

The Walker Bridge project on VT Route 103 in the Village of Ludlow will involve a 35 day road
closure.  Click here for more information.
Repaving of US-5 in Rockingham and Springfield will be occurring through August 2017  

Contact Katharine Otto or click here for a more complete list of upcoming projects this year and in future
years.

Emergency Management

DPS Homeland Security Reorganization
The Vermont Department of Public Safety has reorganized the Homeland Security Section of the
Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS). Effective July 1, a new
Homeland Security Unit will be created within the Vermont State Police Field Force Division, and
DEMHS will be renamed as Vermont Emergency Management . This realignment focuses the
competencies of the Divisions of Emergency Management and State Police, and leverages the strengths
of each to enhance State of Vermont capabilities across the mission areas of prevention, protection,
response, recovery, and mitigation. Overview of Position Changes: The Homeland Security Chief and
Homeland Security Program Manager are transferred to VSP under the Field Force Commander to form
Homeland Security Unit. VEM retains the Exercise Administrator and Training Administrator positions to
be incorporated into newly created Engagement Section. Three Regional Coordinator positions currently
in the Planning Section transfer to the Engagement Section. The Emergency Management Coordinator
position in the Operations and Logistics Section transfers to the Planning Section. The Engagement
Section will present on their role at the next LEPC meeting. For more information contact Allison
Hopkins.

Click Here For Our
Upcoming Events 

Grant Opportunites

Please refer to our Grants
Website for up to date
information about existing
grants relevant for our
towns and region. 

Welcome Van!
In May, the SWCRPC
hired a new temporary
employee, Van Purcell.
 He retired from
GMP/CVPS three years
ago, and is excited to
work with new people on
new projects.  Van will be
primarily focusing on
transportation-related
fieldwork this summer,
such as road erosion
inventories, traffic counts,
and bridge and culvert
inventories.  Welcome
Van!

Southern Windsor
Windham Counties
Solid Waste
Management District 

HHW Collections a
Success! 
The recent household
hazardous waste
collections were a
success! In Springfield,
165 people combed
through their barns,
garages, and basements
and brought in all manner
of materials - mostly
paint. A week later in
Ludlow, we had a record
number of participants -
90 people drove through
and dropped off quite a
volume of hazardous
materials, including a
five-pound container of
liquid mercury! Thanks for
doing your part to clean
up the environment,
everyone. The next
collections will be on
September 9 in
Springfield and
September 16 in Windsor.

Stay Connected

Don't forget about us! 
When there are
personnel changes on
your boards or in the
office, please help us by
sending your updates to
us promptly.  We use your
contact information for a
variety of purposes
including:   grant
opportunities;  upcoming
road construction projects
(including road and
bridge closures); 
trainings and events  and
many other things! If you
have any updates for
town staff or volunteers,
please send them to
Chris Titus .

 

Are you on Front Porch
Forum?

The towns of Cavendish,
Reading, Weathersfield,
West Windsor, and
Windsor have all joined.
The mission of Front
Porch Forum is to help
neighbors connect and
build community. It does
that by hosting regional
networks of online
neighborhood forums.
Common sense and a
growing body of research
tell us that well-connected
neighborhoods are
friendlier places to live,
with less crime, healthier
residents, higher property
values, and better service
from local government
and public utilities.
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State Government Municipal Day
ANR, VTrans and ACCD are joining forces to host another State Municipal Day - or three!  This year there
are three locations: Montpelier on  Friday 9/15, St Johnsbury on Tuesday, 9/19 and Rutland on Friday
9/22.  There are workshops on a wide variety of subjects including mapping, Complete Streets, Section
248, Act 250, Highway Stormwater Grants, the new ANR Biofinder and much more!  For more
information, including registration, visit the event website.

Brownfields

Now Accepting Applications for Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund (RLF)
The SWCRPC is accepting applications for its Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund made possible by the U.S.
EPA. This funding will provide loans and grants to facilitate cleanup of contaminated 'brownfield' sites, and
is available to public, private and nonprofit owners in the towns of the SWCRPC service area.
Revitalization of these 'brownfield' properties will encourage new business, new jobs and a cleaner
environment for the communities in the region.

For more information or to request a site eligibility form, property owners or prospective purchasers of
brownfield properties can contact Allison Hopkins.

Emergency Management

Vermont Emergency Preparedness Conference
The 10th annual Vermont Emergency Preparedness Conference will be held on Friday, September 15th
and Saturday, September 16th at the Lake Morey Resort in Fairlee, VT.  It's a free event. Session
descriptions can be viewed on the conference website .  Click here to register.

FEMA Mitigation Funding Opportunities
On August 14th, FEMA released their Notice of Funding Opportunities for both the Pre-Disaster Mitigation
(PDM) and Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) grant programs for FY17.  Applications are due by
November 14, 2017.

PDM : Vermont will receive a $575,000 (federal share) set-aside for PDM-eligible projects and/or
plans, in addition to the chance to apply for up to 15% of the PDM funding allocation for competitive
projects.  Click here for more information.
FMA : $160 million has been obligated to the FMA program for FY17, with a prioritization of $70
million on flood mitigation projects. FEMA has determined that Advance Assistance funding will be
provided to develop potential mitigation projects and acquire the data necessary to create eligible
and robust applications in future rounds of funding. Additionally, FMA funding can also be used for
floodplain restoration projects that benefit NFIP-insured properties and those communities in good
standing with NFIP.  Click here for more information.

Federal Disaster Declaration for June 29-July 1, 2017 Storms
A federal disaster was declared (DR-4330) for Addison, Bennington, Caledonia, Orange, Rutland,
Washington, and Windsor Counties as a result of the rain events that took place between June 29, 2017
and July 1, 2017. 

As a result of the declaration, FEMA will reimburse for damages to public infrastructure. FEMA will pay for
75% of the cost and the State of Vermont will also assist with the cost share. It is unclear at this time the
amount of the cost share by Vermont. 

For additional information on these programs, please contact Allison Hopkins or Tom Kennedy.

Energy

Button Up Vermont Campaign is Coming
Are you wondering how your energy committee can motivate your residents to weatherize their homes or
how you can take effective action to help the state reach its goal of 90% renewables by 2050?

Button Up Vermont is a community-based, public outreach campaign to promote home energy efficiency
improvements - particularly helping people reduce heating and cooling costs.   Efficiency Vermont will
provide free LEDs to community partners working at the local level to engage residents in the Button Up
Vermont campaign. They will also provide educational materials, media and social media support, and
guidance and training to local energy committees. In exchange, energy committees will be asked to
commit to implementing at least two community engagement activities of their choosing, such as
organizing home energy parties, workshops, or tabling events.  Residents will be asked to commit to
undertaking one or more measures to reduce their heating load and then record their actions on Energy
Action Network's Community Energy Dashboard.

Local energy groups will be able to sign up to participate in Button Up Vermont by early September.   Look
for announcements through VECAN. In the interim, please contact Paul Markowitz at Efficiency Vermont
at pmarkowitz@veic.org or 802 540 7608 with questions or more information.  

Enhanced Energy Plans
As reported in our June Newsletter, the SWCRPC has prepared a preliminary draft regional energy plan
with the intent of meeting the new enhanced energy planning standards in order to get "substantial
deference".  Click here to read more about what this will entail.  The state is conducting a pre-review of
this preliminary draft at this time.  We intend to schedule a meeting within the next month to get input from
town energy committee members and anyone else who is interested in energy planning.  If you are
interested in being notified about this meeting, please contact Jason Rasmussen.

The SWCRPC has helped the towns of Andover, Ludlow and Springfield to prepare local enhanced
energy plans.  The three communities continue to review the drafts at this time.  The SWCRPC will be
receiving more funding to work on enhanced energy plans for an additional three towns over the next
year.  If you are interested, please contact Jason Rasmussen.

Municipal Planning Grant

FY 2018 Municipal Planning Grant
The Department of Housing and Community Development has about $450,000 available for the FY 2018
Municipal Planning Grant (MPG) program.  This is an important funding opportunity for a variety of
municipal planning projects, such as town plan updates that address inconsistencies with state planning
goals, zoning bylaw updates needed to address a new town plan, or special projects.  Projects that
promote Vermont's historic settlement patterns are given priority.  Applications are due on October 2,
2017.  Visit the program website for more information. 

Transportation News

Way to Go Challenge
For many years Vermont has had an annual commuter challenge called
"Way To Go!".  This year, the event will be for two weeks, from
September 25 th thru October 6 th , and the focus will be on school
participation.  A 50% participation rate for total school population,
including faculty, staff and students, for at least one day will put the
school in the running for the grand prize: a solar tracker.  For more
information about the event and to sign up your school, please visit the

program website.

Water Quality

Clean Water Funding Opportunities in Full Swing
Vermont Department of Environment Conservation's CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE PROGRAM has
released two new programs this year to bolster its clean water goals to improve water quality in our lakes,
rivers and streams.

Multi-Sector Clean Water Block Grant, with up to $2 million in funding, will support the
construction of high-priority, cost-effective, non-agricultural clean water improvement projects
statewide. This program will be administered by Southern Windsor County Regional Planning
Commission and, together with VAPDA, will select ready-to-go projects identified in the DEC
Watershed Projects Database "Go List" for construction over the next 2 years.
Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Pilot Project offers over $2 million in funding  to assist
municipalities in putting "best management practices" to work on selected town roads to reduce
erosion while improving water quality in our rivers and streams.  Funding from this program will give
our participating towns a jump-start in preparation for the new Municipal Road General Permit. Look
for these improvements over the next 18 months in Andover, Cavendish, Chester, Weathersfield,
West Windsor, Reading, and Springfield.  If all goes well we may see a continuation of this program.

Look for ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION GRANT - ROUND 2 due September 19 th .  There have been
some significant changes to this grant program and a final application guidance manual is still in the
works. To find out more visit VT DEC where you'll find the latest draft(June 23rd) of the application manual
.  If you are interested in applying, please contact Cindy Ingersoll at  for more information and to discuss
project eligibility.

Eclipse Viewing
Several staff members along with members of Sullivan & Powers took time
to view the eclipse.  Several apparatus were made but the glasses sure
were a dramatic view.

Click Here For Our
Upcoming Events 

Grant Opportunites

Please refer to our Grants
Website for up to date
information about existing
grants relevant for our towns
and region. 

Welcome Chris Yurek!
We are please to welcome our
newest member to our staff,
Chris Yurek, as an Assistant
Planner.  He is not new to our
office as he has been working
with us through the ECO
AmericCorps program for the
past two years.  He is
transitioning nicely into the
Water Quality program and that
category, "other duties
assigned by the Executive
Director."  He can be reached
at  yurek@swcrpc.org. 

Southern Windsor
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Household Hazardous
Waste Collections
Residents of Andover, Athens,
Baltimore, Cavendish, Chester,
Grafton, Ludlow, Plymouth,
Reading, Rockingham,
Springfield, Weathersfield,
West Windsor, and Windsor are
invited to  participate in the
following events:

Saturday, Sept 9th 9:00
am - 1:00 pm; Springfield
Transfer Station;
Saturday, Sept 16th 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm;
Goodyear building in
Windsor.

For more information, including
a list of hazardous materials
that will be accepted at these
collections, visit the District
website .  

Sewing Peace
The Springfield, Rockingham
and Ludlow transfer stations
are collecting unwanted, but
working, sewing machines as
part of their efforts to divert
materials from the landfill. The
machines are cleaned and
shipped to overseas partners
through the Sewing Peace
project. Recipients use the
machines to start businesses to
support their families. Each
machine is considered a "job in
a box." If you would like to
donate a sewing machine,
please bring it to one of the
transfer stations. For more
information about the program,
 visit the project website or call
Mary T. O'Brien at 674-9235.

Stay Connected

Don't forget about us! 
When there are personnel
changes on your boards or in
the office, please help us by
sending your updates to us
promptly.  We use your contact
information for a variety of
purposes including:   grant
opportunities;  upcoming road
construction projects (including
road and bridge closures); 
trainings and events  and many
other things! If you have any
updates for town staff or
volunteers, please send them
to Chris Titus .

 

Are you on Front Porch Forum?

The towns of Cavendish,
Reading, Weathersfield, West
Windsor, and Windsor have all
joined. The mission of Front
Porch Forum is to help
neighbors connect and build
community. It does that by
hosting regional networks of
online neighborhood forums.
Common sense and a growing
body of research tell us that
well-connected neighborhoods
are friendlier places to live, with
less crime, healthier residents,
higher property values, and
better service from local
government and public utilities.
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Greetings,
As you can see from the newsletter, there are many grant opportunities available to towns and non-profits to
address a myriad of issues from land use, culvert replacement to improving water quality.  We realize that the
alphabet soups of grant programs can be very confusing, but don't despair! The staff at the SWCRPC is here to
assist, please don't hesitate to give us a call and we'll try to help you out with the program that is best suited for
your needs. 
It is the beginning of budget season for many towns, please don't forget to look into the many grant programs that
are being offered by the Agency of Transportation and the Department of Environmental Conservation. These
programs can financially assist a town with erosion problems, road and culvert improvements, and stormwater
infrastructure. The majority of these programs require a 20% match but they can also provide funding in excess of
$500,000.00 for certain improvements. If you have any questions, give us a call or email me.  

Good luck this budget season,
Tom Kennedy 
Executive Director

Emergency Management

Hazard Mitigation Funding Opportunities Available
Following the damages across the State in late June-early July, Vermont received a Federal Disaster Declaration
to assist in our recovery from the disaster. With this declaration, a new Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
funding period is open. Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) and Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Grant Programs are
currently in the application period NOW. For eligibility requirements and to discuss potential projects please
contact Allison.

Municipal Planning Grant

Big Demand for Planning this Year
Three Municipal Planning Grant applications requesting more than $52,000 were submitted this year from this
region.  This is more than double the usual amount of funds available to this region each round.  The applications
this year include a comprehensive re-write of Ludlow's Municipal Plan, a comprehensive update to Chester's
Unified Bylaws, and a multi-jurisdictional outdoor recreation plan for Weathersfield, West Windsor and
Windsor.  The towns should be notified by the end of November if they received an award.

Transportation News

$1 Million Awarded for Pedestrian Improvements in the Region
Congratulations to Chester, Cavendish and Springfield for their successful grant applications to the Vermont
Bicycle and Pedestrian Program.  Cavendish was awarded $4,000 to install Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons
at the VT 131 crosswalk near the elementary school.  Chester will receive $800,000 to upgrade the sidewalk and
install lighting along Depot Street to help connect the Chester Depot to the Village Green, a project that is
identified in their Village Master Plan.  Springfield was awarded about $156,000 of additional funds needed to
complete the South Street sidewalk improvement project.  Springfield Main Street pedestrian improvements
between Summer Street and Valley Street, as identified in the Main Street Master Plan, will also be completed
with an approximately $48,000 award under this program.

December 4th Property Parcel Mapping Information Meeting
The Vermont Agency of Transportation is funding a project to create and update of parcel data over 3 years to
create a statewide, consistent, and up-to-date GIS database of parcel boundaries.   Please join other towns from
the region as we find out about this program and how it will affect your work.  All Towns are eligible and expected
to participate.  Bring your questions!

Monday, December 4, 2017
12:00 - 1:30pm
Chester Town Hall, 556 Elm St, Chester, VT

For more information about the program click  here or contact Leslie Pelch.  Please  RSVP to Katharine Otto.

Better Connections Grants announced
VTrans has just announced another grant round of their Better Connections Program.   Annually, the program
awards approximately $200,000 in planning funds to help cities and towns (outside of Chittenden County) build
more livable, walk-able  and strong communities.  Chester, Springfield and Windsor have all recently funded
projects under this program.  All applicants are required to participate in a pre-application meeting with Better
Connections program managers before December 31, 2017.  Grant applications are due by January 31, 2018.
 For more information, visit the website.   

Water Quality

Value of the Connecticut River Exceeds $6 Billion
There is no question that the Connecticut River is a significant asset for this area.  At the request of the
Connecticut River Joint Commissions, the Rockefeller Center at Dartmouth College completed a study to analyze
the combined economic value of the river for both Vermont and New Hampshire.  The report includes a summary
of the value assessment in Table 8 on page 22.

Clean Water Block Grant Funding is Now Available
Project submissions for the statewide Clean Water Block Grant are underway.  The VT DEC is expected to award
over $1 million by mid-2018 for eligible projects submitted through the local Regional Planning Commissions.  We
have accepted the role as the lead RPC and grant administrator.   Contact Cindy for more information. 

Ecosystem Restoration Grant Opportunity
The next round for Ecosystem Restoration Grant applications are due by December 15, 2017. This program
provides funding support for design and construction projects that reduce pollution and improve water quality.
 Interested applicants can contact Chris Yurek or visit this website for more information.

Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Improvements
The Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Pilot Program was in full swing this past season. There are 186 participating
municipalities, including 7 in our region, that are working to bring close to 30 miles of hydrologically-connected
roadway up to full compliance with draft Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP) standards by early next spring.
 For more information about this pilot program, contact Cindy or visit this website .  See this VT DEC website for
more information about the draft MRGP standards.

Click Here For Our
Upcoming Events 

Grant Opportunites

Please refer to our
Grants Website for up
to date information
about existing grants
relevant for our towns
and region. 
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Battery Recycling
Every town in the
District has a place to
recycle batteries - the
transfer stations. And
now Windsor residents
can now bring their
alkaline and
rechargeable
household batteries to
the Town Offices;
there's a bucket for
used batteries just
inside the front door.
The statewide goal for
2017 is to collect
80,000 pounds.  We
can achieve that with a
greater level of
participation. Bring
those batteries in!

Stay Connected

Don't forget about
us! 
When there are
personnel changes on
your boards or in the
office, please help us
by sending your
updates to us promptly.
 We use your contact
information for a variety
of purposes including: 
 grant opportunities; 
upcoming road
construction projects
(including road and
bridge closures); 
trainings and events 
and many other things!
If you have any updates
for town staff or
volunteers, please send
them to Chris Titus .

Are you on Front Porch
Forum?

The towns of
Cavendish, Reading,
Weathersfield, West
Windsor, and Windsor
have all joined. The
mission of Front Porch
Forum is to help
neighbors connect and
build community. It
does that by hosting
regional networks of
online neighborhood
forums. Common sense
and a growing body of
research tell us that
well-connected
neighborhoods are
friendlier places to live,
with less crime,
healthier residents,
higher property values,
and better service from
local government and
public utilities.
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