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Emerald Ash Borer Workshops

As of November 2018, the emerald ash
borer has been found in Vermont's
Washington, Orange, Caledonia,
Bennington and Grand Isle Counties, and
across Southeastern New Hampshire.
Municipalities will play a substantial role in
emerald ash borer management and
response. SWCRPC in partnership the Department of Forests, Parks, and
Recreation will be holding workshops in our region in early 2019 to discuss
strategies and available resources for managing the emerald ash borer. For
more information, please contact Otis. Additional information and resources are
available at vtinvasives.org and vtcommunityforestry.org.

Congratulations Springfield!

The SWCRPC and the Town of Springfield recently received about $50,000 for water
quality planning and design work. Funding will be used to develop a stormwater master
plan for the state-designated downtown and adjacent areas. This planning work will aid
the Town in achieving future compliance with existing and forthcoming state
stormwater requirements. Additionally, construction ready engineering plans will be
developed for the removal of the old swimming hole dam along Valley Street in order to
improve water quality, fish passage, and flood resiliency.  Contact Chris Yurek for
more information.

Municipal Planning Grant Awards

This year, 67 communities requested nearly $1 million in Municipal Planning Grant
(MPG) funds. About $460,000 in available funding was awarded by the state to 29
communities last month. A variety of projects were awarded funding this year; notably
those involving recreation, capital planning and multi-town collaborations getting a
significant amount of money.

Only two of the four applications from this region were funded this year, including:

Ludlow's project involving village center infrastructure study specific to parking
and wayfinding signs ($10,660).
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Updating West Windsor's Town Plan with a focus on village revitalization and
outdoor recreation ($8,040).

Downtown Transportation Fund Applications Due March 11, 2019

The Department of Housing and Community Development recently announced the
next round of the Downtown Transportation Fund (DTF) grant program to support
revitalization efforts in Designated Downtowns.  Applications are due on March 11,
2019.  This program assists municipalities in paying for transportation-related capital
improvements within or serving a Designated Downtown.  Past projects include
streetscape improvements, bicycle and pedestrian amenities, utility relocation, street
lighting, wayfinding signage and other transportation related projects.   New this year,
municipalities applying for DTF projects may apply for up to $100,000 of "add on" clean
water funding for eligible storm water implementation projects.  For more information,
see the program description here.
 
Projects that have been identified, described, and well supported through a downtown
area master planning process such as Better Connections or other planning process
focused on the downtown, will receive an additional bonus points.  

Regional Bike Route Map

The SWCRPC is finalizing a regional bike route
map.  The purpose of this map is to encourage
people to explore the region by bike.  Our
stakeholder group helped to identify suggested
bicycling routes on the map, and we are also
including associated attractions, such as bike
shops, inns, campgrounds, restaurants,
breweries, ice cream shops, parks, and
swimming holes.  The map will be finalized and
available on our website soon. Turn-by-turn cue
sheets, GPS tracks, and digital routes via
Strava, Map My Ride, and Ride with GPS will
also be available through our website soon. For
an example, see this route posted on Strava.

Regional Project Prioritization

The annual Project Prioritization and Town Highway Bridge Pre-Candidates selection
process is nearly upon us.  This process provides towns and the regional
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) an opportunity to inform VTrans about
regional transportation infrastructure maintenance priorities, the results of which are
incorporated in the VTrans capital programming process.  The SWCRPC will be
reaching out to towns and the TAC during the months of January and February for
input. The Project Prioritization and Town Highway Bridge Pre-Candidates selection
process will be carried out during the February 27th, 2019 TAC meeting beginning at 6
am.  Please Contact Anthony  if you are interested in participating or have questions
about the process.

Better Roads Manual Update

An update to the Better Roads Manual is now
complete. VTrans staff began the update
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process this summer, which is the first time the
manual has been updated since 2009. The
update brings the manual up to current
standards to align its practices with the recently
issued Municipal Roads General Permit
(MRGP).

The purpose of the manual is to provide
guidance to Vermont municipalities and road
maintenance decision makers on cost effective
techniques and actions that can be used to
enhance the resilience of municipal roads while protecting water quality in Vermont.
 The new manual can be found here.

VNRC Forest Fragmentation Report

This October, the Vermont Natural Resources Council (VNRC) released a report on
land use, parcelization, and forest fragmentation from 2004 to 2016. In addition to the
decreasing size of parcels and shrinking number of forest parcels statewide, the report
found that the market value of woodland has rapidly surpassed its use value. In
Southern Windsor County, the value of woodland per acre increased by 69%, from
$827 in 2004 to $1,396 in 2016. Over the same period, the value of woodland for
forestry only increased by 18% ($114-$135/acre) statewide. Programs such as the
Current Use Program help alleviate the resulting pressure on landowners to subdivide
their land.  For more information try these sites:
VNRC's Parcelization Data and Reports, VNRC's Forests and Wildlife Program, and
the Current Use/Use Value Appraisal Program.

Solid Waste News

We are looking for battery recycling collection
partners - towns that will host a collection bucket
and bring the batteries to a transfer station for
recycling. Grafton has a bucket (actually an
upcycled kitty litter pail) outside at the Town
Office where it is accessible 24/7 for the public's
convenience. The Southern Windsor/Windham
Counties Solid Waste Management District is
trying to move up to the #1 spot for the most
batteries collected per capita in the state of
Vermont. Can you help us?  Please contact
Mary if you are interested in hosting a battery
recycling bucket.

STAY CONNECTED:
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Director's Notes:

One of our areas legislators told me that over 500 bills have been introduced this
year. Obviously many of those bills will never make it out of Committee but it
does show that legislators are trying to be responsive to their constituents.  A
very good source of information on the status and review of bill is the VLCT
newsletter and VTDigger.

During the week of March 11, 2019, there were a number of informational
meetings on the Northern Borders Regional Commission. The Commission
boundary was recently expanded under the 2018 Farm Bill to include all of
Vermont. The focus of the Commission is rural economic development with an
emphasis on infrastructure, broadband, workforce development and outdoor
recreation as it relates to economic development.  The Commission was
allocated $33 million dollars in funding for this fiscal year. There appears to be a
lot of excitement associated with this program.  Additional information on the
Northern Borders Regional Commission can be found in this newsletter.

Thomas Kennedy, Executive Director

Asbestos Abatement to Begin at Woolson Block in
Springfield

The Woolson Block Redevelopment project has received an EPA Brownfields
Revolving Loan of $175,000 from the Southern Windsor County Brownfields Reuse
Project for asbestos abatement. Built in 1868, the Woolson Block is a historic three-
story building on Main Street in downtown Springfield and a high priority for
redevelopment in the Town's Master Plan. The $7M renovation will feature rental
apartments, youth transitional housing and commercial space. SWCRPC is pleased
to be a partner in this endeavor along with Springfield Housing Authority, Vermont
Housing and Conservation and Vermont Community Development Program.

For more information or to inquire about funding for Brownfields Clean-Up, please
contact Cindy Ingersoll.

New Funding Opportunity: Northern Border Regional
Commission (NBRC)



Thanks to our Congressional delegation, passage of the federal Farm Bill included
expansion of the territory eligible for grants under the Northern Border Regional
Commission (NBRC), to include the entire State of Vermont. Formerly, only the
northern-most counties were eligible. Between 1.5 and 2.5 million dollars will be
available for economic and infrastructure projects, with a $500,000 maximum award
for infrastructure projects and $250,000 for other projects. There is no minimum
requirement. Eligible applicants are public bodies, 501(c) non-profits, Native American
Tribes, and state government for projects that focus on:

Transportation infrastructure
Basic public infrastructure
Telecommunications infrastructure
Workforce development, entrepreneurship and businesses and technology
development
Resources and open space conservation, tourism and recreation
Renewable and alternative energy.

Applications are available on the NBRC website.  A letter of notification is due March
29th to Tim Tierney, VT NBRC Program Manager. Full applications are due on May
11th.

For information on the NBRC program, visit their website or contact Otis.

Emerald Ash Borer: The Next Steps

Registration is now open for the Emerald
Ash Borer Preparedness and
Management Workshop to be held on
Tuesday, April 16th from 4-6 pm at the
Hartland Town Hall. The workshop is
geared toward municipal staff and
members of selectboards, planning
commissions, conservation commissions, and tree committees. The workshop
will give an overview of the resources available to help towns assess risk and
establish a plan to respond to the ash borer. Potential municipal planning and
management strategies will also be discussed. Space is limited, and registration
closes April 9th. If you have any questions, please contact Otis or Elise
Schadler.  

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Open

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) applications are due to VEM by Friday, May
24th. Typical hazard mitigation projects include: mitigation of local roads and bridges,
home acquisition (buyout), structural elevations or relocations, replacement of
undersized culverts, mitigation outreach and education, etc. Project proposals do not
need to be directly connected to damages incurred from the most recent declared
disaster. Questions? Contact Allie.

Incident Command System 402 Course

Vermont Emergency Management will be holding an ICS 402 course in Chester at the
NewsBank Conference center on Thursday, April 25th from 5-8PM.

ICS 402 is designed to provide an introduction to the Incident Command System (ICS)



for town managers, selectboard members, and other town officials. EMS personnel
are also encouraged to attend.This course defines roles within the ICS and the
responsibilities of municipal officials during an emergency.  Topics covered include:
terminology and organizational structure, multi-agency coordination, administrative and
reporting needs,and logistics.

If you have a VTLearning Management System account, you will be able to register for
the course there. If you do not have an account, or have any questions, please contact
Otis.

LEMPs replace LEOPs in 2019

The new Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP) replaces the old Local
Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP). There is a new format, two new formats,
actually and both templates are available here.  
If you were unable to attend the recent training, talk with Allie or Otis to see which
might be best for your community. The new LEMP format is a shift from the LEOP and
we're here to help you through it!

Quality Homes for all Residents

Ensuring that those that want to stay here, or move here, have safe and affordable
places to live is key to the long-term sustainability and success of our region.  The
Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission is joining together with the
Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission and Two Rivers-
Ottauquechee Regional Commission to find realistic solutions to the regional housing
situation over the next year and a half.

Addressing housing in the broader region is a complex issue with few easy answers.
The housing issues in Hanover and Lebanon are different than the housing issues in
Claremont and Springfield.   In order to successfully evaluate the issues and develop
solutions, we will need to gather and coalesce experts in a variety of fields.  If you are
interested in being part of this important conversation, please contact Tom or Jason.

A new project website was just launched.  New information will be added to the site as
the project gets underway over the next few months.

Regional Bike Route Map

Regional bicycle route maps have been printed and copies
are available at the RPC offices and in bike shops in the
area.  We are developing a distribution plan at this time. A
website is currently under development.  Contact Jason if
you would like a copy of the map.

Regional Project Prioritization

On February 27, the Southern Windsor County Transportation Advisory Committee
(TAC) met to prioritize town highway bridge pre-candidates and other transportation
infrastructure projects for recommendation to the Vermont Agency of Transportation
(VTrans) capital program. This process provides towns and the TAC an opportunity to
inform VTrans about regional transportation infrastructure maintenance priorities,



which informs the VTrans capital programming process.

On Monday, March 25th, the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning
Commission Board will meet to review and ratify the priority decisions made by the
TAC before being submitted to VTrans. Please contact Anthony if you would like a
copy of the project priority list, or if you have any questions.

Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP) Annual Reports
Due

Annual reports regarding progress on MRGP implementation are due to the VT DEC
Stormwater Program by Monday, April 1, 2019. The report template can be found here.

If you have any questions or need assistance completing your report, please contact
Chris Yurek.

Design/Implementation Clean Water Block Grant Round 2
Announced

On February 25, 2019, the Vermont Clean Water Initiative Program released an RFP
for the second round of the Clean Water Block Grant program. This funding source will
be used to support projects that reduce nutrient/sediment pollution with no match
requirement (with the exception of stormwater sector projects in MS4 communities,
which will require 50% local match).

This program is supported by capital funds and therefore cannot fund outreach,
education, planning, project development, water quality monitoring, etc. Preliminary
engineering, final engineering and implementation projects are eligible. Please contact
Chris Yurek with any questions.

USDA Community Connect Grant Program

The Community Connect program helps rural communities extend broadband access
where it is not yet economically viable for private sector providers to deliver service.
Applicants are encouraged to consider projects that provide measurable results in
helping rural communities build robust and sustainable economies through strategic
investments in infrastructure, partnerships and innovation. 

Key strategies include:
* Achieving e-Connectivity for Rural America
* Developing the Rural Economy
* Harnessing Technological Innovation
* Supporting a Rural Workforce
* Improving Quality of Life

Application deadline is April 15, 2019.  More information and applications materials are
available here.

Did you know?

"Smart growth" is commonly characterized as a compact development pattern that
enables walking and has a mix of land uses - essentially the same characteristics of
our traditional Vermont villages.  There is strong evidence that smart growth is more
fiscally beneficial for a community than conventional suburban, auto-oriented
development patterns. According to recent studies, smart growth development:



Generally costs 1/3 less for upfront infrastructure;
Saves an average of 10% in ongoing delivery of services, such as police, fire
and ambulance services; and,
Generates 10 times more tax revenue per acre than conventional suburban
development patterns.

Sources: Zoning Practice 1.19: Practice Fiscal Analysis (APA, January 2019), and Building Better
Budgets: A National Examination of the Fiscal Benefits of Smart Growth Development (Smart Growth
America, 2013)

Solid Waste News

The District is offering backyard composting
workshops this year. If you attend a workshop, you
can purchase one composter at the greatly
discounted price of $25.00 (additional composters
are $50).
The workshops will be held at 6:30 p.m. on the
following Thursdays:

April 25 - Ascutney Outdoors Center, West
Windsor 
May 2 - Cavendish Town Offices 
May 23 - Chester Town Hall  
June 13 - Grafton Town Garage  

The workshop presentation is about 45 minutes in length with plenty of time afterwards
for questions and answers. Cat Buxton will teach the workshops. Registration is
encouraged; to sign up, call 674-9235 or email Mary O'Brien.
If you cannot attend a workshop, you can buy a composter for $50.00. Call, e-mail, or
visit the website for an order form.

STAY CONNECTED:
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Director's Notes:
The RPC recently hired Otis Munroe as an Assistant Planner. Otis has been
working in the office just over a year as a temporary staff person. His
responsibilities include working on issues related to Emergency Management
Planning, GIS and Land Use. In addition, Otis is the "office expert" on issues
related to the Emerald Ash Borer. In his spare time, Otis serves in the Vermont
National Guard and likes to play the Bag Pipes. Welcome, Otis!

The staff has been busy developing loan and grant agreements for the cleanup
of some important properties in the region. In Windsor, the RPC is working with
the Windsor Improvement Corporation, Springfield Regional Development
Corporation, Town of Windsor and the Connecticut River Development
Corporation to remove contaminated construction waste. Once the site has
been remediated, a 500KW solar facility will be built on the site.

In Springfield, the RPC has been working with Housing Vermont and the
Springfield Housing Authority to provide funding for asbestos remediation at the
Woolson Block in downtown Springfield. After the building has been rehabilitated,
it will provide housing on the upper floor with office and commercial space on the
ground floor.

This past legislative session, a number of significant bills related to water quality,
solid waste, tax credits and housing were passed. Please click here to review a
summary of these important bills.

I hope everyone has a great summer, winter is just around the corner.

Tom
Thomas Kennedy, Executive Director

Website Under Construction
Over the last few months we have been
working to improve our website. We needed
to bolster its security, make it simpler to
navigate and generally simplify the
content.  To that end we hired an intern,
Kennedy Moore, with a knowledge of
WordPress. Kennedy is a sophomore at
Colby- Sawyer College and has been a real
asset.



In our effort to simplify content we have purged a lot of information that was dated or
thought to not be of valuable to site visitors.  One risk in such a rebuild is that we may
have removed something that IS useful to YOU.  Please, if you go to look for
something and can't find it, let us know; we'll do our best to add it back.  Thanks!

Please, check out the new site at the same old address SWCRPC.org.

2nd Annual Vermont
Community
Leadership Summit

Registration is now open for the
2nd Annual Vermont Community
Leadership Summit on August
12th at VTC in Randolph!
Vermont communities thrive with
local leaders getting big things
done - Register today to review

action since 2018, share success stories, gain new skills, and build a vision for
the future of Community Leadership in Vermont.

Municipal Cybersecurity Training - Funding Opportunity
Qualified organizations may apply for Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP)
funds to support municipality and private sector cybersecurity education.The RFP has
been posted here, along with available application documents. Applications are due to
the Homeland Security Unit by 3 p.m. on August 1st.
 
For more information, or if you have any questions, contact Natalie Elvidge  or at (802)
241-5445, Homeland Security Program Manager, or Jessica Stolz, Deputy Homeland
Security Advisor.

New Town Highway and Bridge Standards
The state released new model Town Highway and Bridge Standards recently.  Local
adoption of the most up to date standards is a requirement to receive reduced local
match for funding programs, including the Class 2 Town Highway Program, Structures
Program, and Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund (ERAF).  Please be aware that
the existing (January 2013) model standards can remain in effect through July 31,
2019. After that date, the January 2013 version of the Town Road and Bridge
Standards will no longer be considered the State approved template.  Municipalities are
encouraged to consider adopting the new 2019 Town Road and Bridge Standards
template prior to August 1, 2019. Please contact Chris Yurek or Jason with questions.

Addressing Forest Fragmentation in Town Plans
Planning commissions in Ludlow, West Windsor and
Windsor are currently working to address the new
forest fragmentation requirement per Act 171 in their
ongoing municipal plan updates.  Plans being updated
after January 1, 2018 should address this new
required plan element as detailed in 24 V.S.A. 4382(a)
(2)(D).  Monica Przyperhart, of VT Fish and Wildlife's
Community Wildlife Program, has been assisting
Windsor with their update.  In and around Windsor,
the forests surrounding Mount Ascutney serve an
important function as a route for wildlife to cross



between Vermont and New Hampshire.  Windsor's
Planning Commission is currently reviewing a draft
map identifying priority forest blocks and habitat
connectors, and developing policies to limit forest
fragmentation and protect the function that these
existing forest blocks serve (see image).   

If you have questions about how to address this in
your town plan, please contact Jason or Otis.  For
more information, see the Act 171 Guidance
document, a webinar on Implementing Act 171 Land
Use Planning To Address Forest Fragmentation, and
ANR's natural heritage mapping guidance.

FY 2020 Municipal Planning Grant Program 
Municipal Planning Grants (MPG) can help to fund town plans updates, preparing
zoning bylaws amendments, and other planning projects.  Municipalities without a
confirmed local planning process may only apply for funding to obtain confirmation.
Applications for the next funding round are due September 30, 2019.  State funding
priorities include housing, infrastructure planning, vibrant community centers, active
transportation/recreation, "placemaking", water-related bylaws, planning for village
wastewater, and projects that have potential to serve as a statewide model.  For more
details, see the MPG program website.  Please contact Jason with questions.

VT Emergency Preparedness Conference Registration is
Open
To register, please visit here.  Meet fellow state and local responders and learn the
latest practices in emergency preparedness, response, and recovery. To attend,
please complete the registration form at the link above by August 16th.
 
Click here to view a list and descriptions of breakout sessions. The breakout sessions
are organized into three tracks: Prevention and Protection, Recovery and Mitigation,
and Response. Morning refreshments, lunch, and snacks are provided at the
conference.

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Open
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) applications are due to VEM by Friday, May
24th. Typical hazard mitigation projects include: mitigation of local roads and bridges,
home acquisition (buyout), structural elevations or relocations, replacement of
undersized culverts, mitigation outreach and education, etc. Project proposals do not
need to be directly connected to damages incurred from the most recent declared
disaster. Questions? Contact Allie.

Design/Implementation Block Grant Forthcoming
The SWCRPC was recently awarded $1,500,000 from the VT DEC Clean Water
Initiative Program (CWIP) for statewide administration of the Design/Implementation
Block Grant. These funds will be used to support projects that reduce sediment and/or
nutrient loading in Vermont's rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, and wetlands. Examples of
eligible projects include stormwater management/treatment infrastructure,



replacement of undersized bridges/culverts, river corridor/floodplain restoration, and
other similar projects. Eligible project phases include preliminary design, final design,
and construction. This program does not require local match.

If you have any questions about this program, please contact Chris Yurek or Cindy
Ingersoll.

Mark Your Calendars!
The fall 2019 household hazardous waste
collections have been scheduled for:

Wednesday, September 18   2:00 p.m. -
6:00 p.m. Springfield Transfer Station
Saturday, October 5   9:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. Hartford Transfer Station

For as printable list of what to bring and what not to bring, click on the Southern
Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District.
The next collections will be in the spring of 2020. Call us at 674-9235 with questions.

STAY CONNECTED:



Visit Our Website

Director's Notes:
We have learned that a number of Town managers in the region are leaving for a
variety of reasons. They are Ed Morris from Weathersfield, Tom Yennerell from
Springfield and David Pisha from Chester. The SWCRP staff wants to thank the
town managers for their support and cooperation over years and we wish them
well in their future endeavors.

Tom
Thomas Kennedy, Executive Director

RPC Board Issues Energy Certificate for Andover Town
Plan 
Andover joins Ludlow as the only two towns in this region with "substantial deference." 
On September 16th, the SWCRPC Board issued a certificate affirming that
the Andover Town Plan complies with the energy planning requirements in 24 V.S.A.
§4352 and is consistent with the Southern Windsor County Regional Plan.  By meeting
these optional statutory requirements, Andover's plan should be given substantial
deference by the Vermont Public Utilities Commission.  In other words, it will be given
greater weight in future Section 248 procedures.   

Andover adopted their separate Enhanced Energy Plan by reference in their Town
Plan.  Both documents can be downloaded from our website. 

Brownfields Fall Clean-Up
SWCRPC has funded two large projects this year through it's Revolving Loan
Program for brownfield cleanup. We recently completed an asbestos abatement
project at Woolson Block in downtown Springfield. The historic Woolson Block building
is being rehabilitated to accommodate commercial space on the first floor and
residential housing units on the second floor. The scheduled completion date is Spring
of 2020.
 
The other large project is located in Windsor at the former Goodyear plant. The clean-
up at the Goodyear site involves the removal of vegetation and asbestos contaminated
debris piles from the concrete slab of the former plant. After the debris piles are
removed, Terry MacDonald, a local developer has contracted with Norwich
Technologies to develop a  500-kilowatt solar array on the previously contaminated
site. The power generated from the project will be used by Harpoon Brewery in
Windsor. Click here to read an article by the Valley News.



New Regional Energy Program 
SWCRPC has a new two-year energy program to help with implementing regional and local
energy plans.  This program is funded by Efficiency Vermont through Bennington County
Regional Commission.  Our activities for the first year include: 

a.  Encourage the formation of new local energy committees and enhance the impact of
existing energy committees/energy coordinators. 
b.  Facilitate roundtable meetings of local energy committees and energy coordinators to
promote further coordination and cooperation between area towns. 
c.  Help to coordinate and staff local events that promote thermal efficiency, such as Button
Up. 
d.  Provide training for local energy groups on energy data resources, such as the Energy
Action Network (EAN) Dashboard and Efficiency Vermont RPC Report. 
e.  Support local energy committee outreach on weatherization/efficiency programs. 
f.  Host workshop on the Vermont Stretch Energy Codes for energy committees and
municipal planners. 

 
Please contact Otis or Jason if you want help to create or support a local energy committee or
energy coordinator.

Emerald Ash Borer Update
Earlier this summer,
the Weathersfield Conservation
Commission completed an inventory of
ash trees on public land and in the town
right-of-way as a first step towards
developing a town ash management
strategy. For more information on
completing your own ash tree inventory,
see the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry ash inventory page. 

With the heating season coming up, and firewood deliveries actively occurring
across the state, be sure that your purchase, or transportation, of both log length
and split firewood will not unnecessarily spread the emerald ash borer - Follow
the "Slow-the-Spread" recommendations . 

New Mitigation Funding Opportunities 
The 2019 Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) and Flood Mitigation Assistance ( FMA) notice
of funding opportunities have been released.  The application deadline for each grant
program is January 8th, 2020.  "Fact Sheets" from FEMA on both programs are linked
above and below. 

 Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM):   Towns can apply for mitigation projects and resilient
infrastructure projects, such as protective measures for water/wastewater systems or
other municipal infrastructure, floodplain or wetland restoration, floodwater storage,
and stormwater management.  Towns may also apply for up to $200k in Advance
Assistance funds for engineering, design, study and project scoping.

Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA):  NFIP-participating communities can apply for FMA
funding, ideally for projects involving repetitive loss properties.  Community flood
mitigation projects are prioritized, which include flood- or water-related "resilient
infrastructure projects."  Similar to the PDM program, towns may also apply for
Advance Assistance funding for flood- or water-related mitigation project scoping.  
 
Contact Allison for more information.

Mt. Ascutney Hospital and Health Center (MAHHC) Requests



for Proposals
MAHHC is releasing grant awards to address substance misuse prevention in local
communities.  Community agencies that impact populations across Vermont's
Windsor and Orange counties may apply for funds to build infrastructure and capacity
or plan and implement strategies to decrease the initiation or general misuse of any
substance by any age group. Funding provided by the Vermont Department of Health,
Prevention Network Grant.   For more information, or to apply, visit here. 
Email Questions to Subawards@mahhc.org.

VTCulverts Instructional Videos
A group of short videos were created to help train town officials on the use
of VTCulverts. The videos are available from the VTCulverts website allowing users to
be refreshed on VTCulvert basics anytime.  To find the videos, please go directly to
the help section of the webpage.

VTCulverts is an onlne tool provided by the Vermont Agency of Transportation and the
regional planning commissions. The intent of the VTCulverts tool is to store and
manage town-maintained culvert and bridge inventories. The videos were developed to
help increase the use of the website by municipalities for capital planning, grant
applications and maintenance activities. 

Transportation
Resiliency Planning
Tool 
The Vermont Transportation
Resilience Planning Tool (TRPT) is
a web-based application that
identifies bridges, culverts, and
road embankments that are
vulnerable to damage from floods,
estimates risk, and identifies
potential mitigation measures. The
tool helps to identify the most
critical, highest risk sections of the
road network and to guide future
projects that promote flood

resiliency. 

SWCRPC is currently working with VTrans and towns to add the Williams River
watershed to the tool.  The watershed covers the towns of Chester and Andover and
parts of Ludlow, Cavendish, Springfield, Windham, Grafton, and Rockingham.  We are
coordinating the Windham Regional Commission staff.  Contact Otis for more
information.

Transportation Climate Initiative
The Transportation Climate Initiative (TCI) is a multi-state approach to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector through a cap and invest
program.  Vermont has been working with 11 other states in the Northeast and Mid-
Atlantic and the District of Columbia to develop the program. It would require
transportation fuel importers to purchase allowances to pollute through a regional
auction. Each state will determine how to spend the proceeds from these auctions in
order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Last month, VTrans met with municipal
officials and energy committee members in White River Junction to discuss how best
to invest these funds. Suggestions included electric vehicle incentives and
investments in public transit, broadband, and water and wastewater infrastructure. 



The Initiative released a Framework for a Draft Regional Policy Proposal on October 1
explaining the TCI in greater detail. A final Memorandum of Understanding is
anticipated in the Spring of 2020 at which point each state will decide individually
whether to join the program. The program is expected to begin in 2022. 

For more information, and if you were unable to attend the meeting but have
comments on potential transportation efficiency investments, contact Otis.  The TCI is
accepting policy-related comments directly through their Stakeholder Input Form.

SFY 2020 Transportation Alternatives Program Grant Round
Announced
The Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) recently announced the state fiscal
year 2020 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant round. This year's state-
wide TAP allocation is $2.2 million. In recent grant rounds, TAP funding has been used
exclusively for town highway-related water quality projects. This year, only $1.1 million
will be used to support town highway water quality projects. The remaining funds will
be allocated to the design and construction of sidewalks, multi-use trails, and other
eligible projects. For more information about the program, click here.
  
The deadline to submit applications is Friday, November 22, 2019. As always, if you
have any questions or would like assistance drafting an application, please feel free to
contact us.  Reach out to Chris Y for water quality projects and Jason about other
projects.

Vermont Working Communities Challenge
The Federal Reserve Bank of Boston and its Vermont partners invite you to learn more
about the Working Communities Challenge, a grant competition designed to support
cross-sector teams working collaboratively to build strong, healthy economies and
communities in Vermont's rural towns, regions, and small cities.  Regional Information
Sessions will take place at the following locations in October to explain more about the
Working Communities Challenge and the Planning Grant application, including in the

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MdeEt-BS_tnI_upDI-03CQ2XKtmqo9isaP4Rk_mLP5xbd1LE6OAj5LEn-KqaGG4SOvWWRgDQ3MgnHZa0Eq72g7euzL9LIidgXsO5eSaiN4ld1qJWGBruO-94zo-ga56VFZhxsAQgfOGfPRgD8iM7ct9ylPT6Vzv761v5ToOBRxjduCEfsgb3VO-5G5e-8Fv8b_PzgVYYvVU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MdeEt-BS_tnI_upDI-03CQ2XKtmqo9isaP4Rk_mLP5xbd1LE6OAj5LEn-KqaGG4Sp1o4aS4sgHV4m0PT_wn107DPaBvNYZkf7_907hHONAXSpkenzS-xqulLfxFcmLvW1RRMbbhgfxg5bZtbZQufV0larApwJ88PEOk3ZxA6F8Qwf8UT46kB-twsaY34TCXB&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MdeEt-BS_tnI_upDI-03CQ2XKtmqo9isaP4Rk_mLP5xbd1LE6OAj5LEn-KqaGG4SsUbafiEj8Il48han9PqVX0H9nwxe-2e-vPlKnojhsAQY270NOgaZXMNLieVa-q6wJTi6eomFe-qIvp1n6EfNNKJk8BDofBWyAC-ccOcBW6OXyj7k_x9xAW8RqDRase6Fw9kCKJdLxgg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MdeEt-BS_tnI_upDI-03CQ2XKtmqo9isaP4Rk_mLP5xbd1LE6OAj5LEn-KqaGG4S0GGOzYh3pvFvmi_rlC-xPmpV04C-kIBPdnSULnXXqc9FKfB3qEP67JW4x-iI8OzOdOsTAtelFbJXNIM_5LOMyBvRi0iXsKu4kRbuqU_eId0PYBn9zS0lmD3A8EtwJEZFwi2nB8KpI_jgMpiW7iEjQQ==&c=&ch=
mailto:mobrien@swcrpc.org


Great Hall (100 River Street) in Springfield at 9 am on Tuesday, October 8th. 

HHW Collection a Success!
The recent household hazardous waste event at
the Springfield Transfer Station was successful
with 202 residents participating.  Two truckloads
of material was collected for proper disposal.
The four-hour event will cost the District at least
$20,000. Because of the ever-increasing cost of
these collections, we are studying the feasibility
of offering access to a seasonal (April - October)
facility on a one-day-a-week basis. As long
as hazardous materials are manufactured and
purchased by residents, we will be obligated to
pay for their safe disposal. 
 
The next collections will be in the spring of 2020. Call Mary at 674-9235 with questions.

STAY CONNECTED:


