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Director's Corner

Greetings,
Ludlow Municipal Manager Leaving
Frank Heald recently announced that he will be leaving his position as Municipal Manager in Ludlow this spring.
For most people, you would use the term retirement, but Frank isn't "most people".  I'm sure he will find another
endeavor to pursue after Ludlow.

On behalf of the Regional Planning Commission and the Solid Waste District, I want to thank Frank for his
contribution to both Ludlow and the region. Frank provided a very strong leadership role on the Solid Waste
District Executive Committee and the Board of Supervisors.

There are two things I will personally miss about Frank:  his "Vermont" pragmatic approach to getting things
accomplished and the donuts he brought to the Executive Committee meeting.  Frank, we all wish you the best of
luck.

Legislative News
For all you political junkies that want to know what's going in Montpelier, I suggest the Vermont League of Cities
and Towns (VLCT) newsletter for a municipal perspective of activities in the legislature.  Click here to see their
weekly legislative reports.

Funding for Improved Water Quality
Senate Natural Resources and Energy Committee started talking testimony on S. 260. S260 proposes to
establish a Vermont Clean Water Authority to manage and implement Vermont's effort to improve water quality. 
The bill also provides a framework for establishing a funding source, through a per parcel fee, for water quality
improvement programs.   Click here for copy of the bill.

New addition to the Newsletter
In this edition of the newsletter, we have a new column called "Ask Us".  If you have a question about planning or
solid waste, send us an email and we'll try to answer your question. This week's question is: Can I recycle CDs,
DVDs and VHS tapes?

Enjoy the snow.  
Tom Kennedy,  Executive Director

Community Development Block Grants

Springfield Awarded $400,000 Grant 
Governor Phil Scott joined local partners in Springfield to announce
$3.5 million in community development grants (CDBG) awarded by the
Vermont Department of Housing and Community Development to eight
communities. The Town of Springfield was awarded $400,000 for the
restoration of the historic Woolson Block property on Main Street into
21 affordable apartments and 3,400 SF of commercial space.

Emergency Management

Current Account Holders Need to Re-register for VT-Alert Upgrade
VT-Alert is used by the state and local responders to notify the public of emergency situations.  It has gone
through a significant upgrade to further improve its capabilities for Vermonters.  VT-Alert is the state's notification
system for emergencies, Amber Alerts, weather, road conditions, and more has improved functionality, a new
look, and a smartphone app.

Users can now download, and receive alerts via the Everbridge mobile app or continue to get them via
SMS/TEXT, E-Mail, Mobile Phone, Work or Home Phone, and TTY/TDD Devices.
Users can now prioritize notifications by specifying the order of communication type and method.
VT-Alert also allows users to list up to five (5) additional locations in Vermont for which they want to receive
alerts.  These locations may include, for example, towns where other family members live, or where
children attend school.

Click here to register or re-register.

Land Use

Statewide Parcel Mapping Project , Year 2
On December 4,  2017, a group of town staff attended a workshop to learn about the Statewide Parcel Mapping
Project.  The Vermont Center for Geographic Information (VCGI) is coordinating the project that will either create
or update parcel data for every Vermont town over a 3 years.  The goal is to create a statewide, consistent, and
up-to-date GIS database of parcel boundaries.  For more information about the project, please visit this site. 
Towns should c ontact Jenny Bower  to sign up for the second year of the project or with questions about the
project.

Transportation News

Save the Date!
SWCRPC and the Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission are
co-hosting the 2018 Vermont Walk Bike Summit on May 4th at the
Barrette Center in White River Junction.   For more information visit  this
site  or contact   Jason  or  Katharine .

If you would like to share your expertise and creative endeavors with
your colleagues at this upcoming conference, you can submit a proposal
for a presentation  here .

Click  here for information about sponsoring the event.

Where Do You Get Your Transportation Information ?
VTrans has just completed an revamp of their "VTransparency" webpage.  The resource is a public information
portal to provide access to data and promote transparency in the state transportation decision making process. 
It's a great place to look for information related to VTrans, such as real-time snow plow locations, road conditions
and closures, crash data, and bridge inspection reports and photos.  Check it out  here .

Transportation Project Prioritization
Every year the RPC's Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) helps to rank projects for VTrans funding by
certain categories, such as state bridges, town highway bridges, and paving projects.  We reach out to t own m
anagers and r oad f oremen for their input before the TAC considers all relevant information to rank for the
projects for r egional i mportance.  If you'd like to be kept in formed about this year's prioritization round , which
will likely take place at the February and March TAC meetings, please contact Katharine.
 
Also, please be aware that in 2017 VTrans started work on a complete revamp of the transportation p roject p
rioritization process (sometimes known as the "Vermont Project Selection and Prioritization Process" or as
"VPSP2").  This includes possible chang es to the process for how projects are selected, how much regional input
is incorporated into state ranking s, and what criteria are being considered.  Unfortunately , we do not have much
solid information to share at this time , but please let Katharine know if you have questions. 

New Active Transportation Plan
We are just getting started on a project to replace our old Regional Bicycling and
Walking Plan with a new Active Transportation Plan.  We would love to hear from you!  
Are you interested in walking, running or bicycling in the region?  Do you use a
motorized scooter or another non-car, non-bus mode of transportation?  How can the
region improve its network of sidewalks, paved shoulders, and multi-use paths?  If you
would like to be kept in the loop for the project, please let Katharine know.

Three Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP) Inventories
Completed in 2017 
In December 2017, the RPC assisted three towns with completing MRGP
inventories - Windsor, Cavendish and Ludlow - using funds from VTrans'
Better Roads Program.  The Better Roads Program has grants to
"promote the use of erosion control and maintenance techniques that
save money while protecting and enhancing Vermont's lakes and
streams".  Each year towns can apply for funds for low cost construction

(e.g. culverts, ditching, drainage) and for inventory funds.  The inventories just completed helpto understand
where towns may need to focus their efforts to address road-related water quality issues.  This work will serve as
a basis to apply for implementation funding through programs such as "Grants in Aid", "Better Roads", and
"Transportation Alternatives".  For more information about the projects, contact Katharine.

Water Quality

Draft Black/ Ottauquechee
Tactical Basin Plan Available for
Comment Through 2/16
The draft Basin 10 Tactical Basin Plan
(TBP) for the Black River, Mill Brook
and Ottauquechee River watersheds
is currently open for public comment
through mid-February. The plan
provides an overview of the health
and condition of the basin, and
outlines future actions to improve water quality. Implementation of the TBP will, among other things, guide
recreational opportunities such as river access and fishing. Public comments on the draft plan will be accepted by
the Agency of Natural Resources through February 16, 2018. The draft plan can be found  here .  If you have any
questions, please contact Chris Yurek. 

Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Pilot Projects
The Towns of Cavendish and West Windsor have each
completed projects under the Municipal Roads Grants-
In-Aid Pilot Project this past fall.  This program funds
projects that mitigate roadway erosion in areas in close
proximity to surface waters (i.e. "hydrologically-
connected" road segments). 

The before/after photos show the work on Wiley Hill
Road in Cavendish, which included reshaping and
stone lining the ditches. Other towns have selected
segments for work that will be completed this spring.

Click Here For Our
Upcoming Events 

Grant Opportunites

Please refer to our
Grants Website for up
to date information
about existing grants
relevant for our towns
and region. 

Southern Windsor
Windham Counties
Solid Waste
Management
District 

How to Recycle TVs,
Computers, Monitors
and Printers 
Since 2011, Vermonters
have been able to
recycle televisions,
computers, monitors,
printers, and computer
peripherals - at no
charge. The transfer
stations in Cavendish,
Ludlow, Rockingham,
Springfield, and
Weathersfield accept
and recycle these items
for free from any
Vermont household.
You don't have to be a
townsperson from
Ludlow, for example, to
bring a computer to the
Ludlow Transfer Station
for recycling. Don't wait
for spring cleaning -
haul that old television
to your transfer station
this winter.

"Ask us"

Can I Recycle CD's,
DVD's, and Cases?
YES, YOU CAN!
Click here for
instructions or call 603-
894-5553.
They also take items
like Christmas lights
and extension cords.
Ask your friends and
neighbors to join you
and make a big
shipment to:
CD Recycling Center of
America  
68E Stiles Road  
Salem NH 03079
 
Cassette and VHS
tapes can be recycled
as well.  Check out this
site to see all the items
to be recycled at 
Green Disk.  Phone is
800-305-3475.

Remember, you can
always call our office
with questions. If we
don't know the answer
we'll find one at 802-
674-9234 or 4474.

Mary O'Brien -
Recycling Coordinator
Ham Gillett - Outreach
Coordinator

Stay Connected

Don't forget about
us! 
When there are
personnel changes on
your boards or in the
office, please help us
by sending your
updates to us promptly.
 We use your contact
information for a variety
of purposes including: 
 grant opportunities; 
upcoming road
construction projects
(including road and
bridge closures); 
trainings and events 
and many other things!
  If you have any
updates for town staff
or volunteers, please
send them to Chris
Titus .

Are you on Front Porch
Forum?

The towns of
Cavendish, Reading,
Weathersfield, West
Windsor, and Windsor
have all joined. The
mission of Front Porch
Forum is to help
neighbors connect and
build community. It
does that by hosting
regional networks of
online neighborhood
forums. Common sense
and a growing body of
research tell us that
well-connected
neighborhoods are
friendlier places to live,
with less crime,
healthier residents,
higher property values,
and better service from
local government and
public utilities.

Join My Mailing List

S outhern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission  
PO Box 320 

38 Ascutney Park Road 
Ascutney, VT 05030

Telephone: 802-674-9201
General Email: ctitus@swcrpc.org 

Copyright © 2017. All Rights Reserved. 

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1116996158709&p=oi
https://www.frontporchforum.com/
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Emergency Management

Local Emergency Operations Plans Due By May 1st
It's that time of year again to update your Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP), and submit it to
SWCRPC between Town Meeting Day and May 1, 2017.  There have been no modifications to the Base
Plan for 2018, so municipalities should continue to use the Base Plan template that was released in 2016
and found here. Appendices are optional, but they serve as an additional resource for your municipality to
enhance emergency preparedness.  
 
The LEOP requires the certifying individual to take ICS 402 or ICS 100.  Division of Emergency
Management and Homeland Security(DEMHS) is offering ICS 402 around the state this spring. Course
offerings are available on the  website.  Please contact  Allison to learn more about the plan and for
assistance updating the document. 

Rural Fire Protection Grant Program  ("Dry Hydrant Program")
Towns & Fire Departments are eligible for grant funding. The mission of the Vermont Rural Fire Protection
Task Force is to improve the safety and welfare of Vermont communities by assisting local fire departments
in reducing the risk of injury, loss of life, and damage to property and natural resources.

Program can be used for:

The installation of new dry hydrants & other types of rural water supplies.

Repair/upgrade, replacement, and relocation of existing rural water supplies, whether previously grant
funded or not.

Application deadlines are April 1st, June 1st, and August 1st, 2018. Please submit your application(s) by the
appropriate deadline and it will be processed in the order it was received.  The 2018 rural fire protection
program grant application can be found here.  If you need a hard copy of the 2017 RFP Grant Packet
mailed to you, or if you have any other questions or comments, please contact Troy Dare, Program
Manager, at 802-828-4582 or dryhydrantguy@yahoo.com.

Energy

Revised Draft Enhanced Energy Plan for the Region
A meeting of local energy committee members was held on January 9, 2018 to get input on our draft
Regional Enhanced Energy Plan.  The intent of this plan is to to meet the requirements of an "Enhanced
Energy Plan" in 24 V.S.A. §4352 and to to receive "substantial deference" in future Section 248
proceedings.  It includes draft policies for siting renewable energy projects in the region.

Staff have revised the draft plan based upon input from this meeting and pre-review comments from the
Department of Public Service.  On March  26th,  the SWCRPC Board of Commissioners (BOC) reviewed
the draft plan and recommended that it be moved on to a public hearing at the BOC meeting in May.  The
revised draft Regional Enhanced Energy Plan is available for review here. 

Land Use

Addressing Forest Fragmentation in Town Plans
Starting on January 1, 2018, municipal and regional plan updates will need to identify areas that are
important as "forest blocks" and "habitat connectors" and include strategies to minimize forest fragmentation
per Act 171.   A recording of a previous webinar is available to be viewed on  YouTube .  The webinar
provides background, tools and samples for this implementation process to help address this new
requirement

Transportation News

Registration is Now Open !
The SWCRPC and the Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional
Commission are co-hosting the 2018 Vermont Walk Bike Summit
on May 4th, 2018 at the Barrette Center in White River Junction. 
Register by Friday, April 27 to take advantage of the Early Bird
Rate of $35, which includes a delicious boxed lunch from one of
three local food venues.  Registration for the event can be found
here.  

For more information about the summit visit this site or  contact  
Jason  or  Katharine .

Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP) Update
At the end of January, the Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) released the final Municipal Roads General
Permit ( MRGP ) .  For more information click here .  ANR held a useful webinar on  February 8th which
was recorded can be  viewed on YouTube .   We  will be holding a n  MRGP training at our next Regional
Road Foreman meeting on Tuesday, April 17 at 9:30 a.m. Please let Katharine know if you would like to 
attend that meeting, or if you would like a training at a different time or day. 

Revisions  for Local Bus Routes
In early February Southeast Vermont Transit, who runs "The Current" buses, released revised routes and
new timetables for several of their local bus routes.  For more information visit here.

Water Quality

Springfield Transfer Station Stormwater Treatment
Infrastructure
During the 2018 construction season, the SWCRPC, in
partnership with the Ottauquechee Natural Resources
Conservation District (ONRCD) and the Town of Springfield,
will be implementing various improvements to treat stormwater
runoff from the Springfield Transfer Station prior to discharge
into the lower Black River. The project will involve installation of
a series of sub-surface infiltration chambers, an enhancement
of the existing riparian buffer, and the removal of two small
storage sheds from the river corridor. This work is funded through a contract between the ONRCD and the
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources with a local cash match provided by the Town.

Clean Water Block Grant
Seven Clean Water Block Grant (CWBG) projects have been screened by the Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) and will be moving forward this year. These projects, a combination of final design and
construction ready projects, will encumber only half of the available funding.  If you have a potentially
eligible project, please contact Cindy Ingersoll for more information.

SOLID WASTE DISTRICT NEWS

Household Hazardous Waste Collections 
Mark your calendars now! The Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste
Management District will hold household hazardous waste collections on the
following Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.:

May 12  at the Springfield Transfer Station

May 19  at the Weathersfield Transfer Station

Backyard Composting Workshops
The District is also offering backyard composting workshops again this year. If you attend one, you can
purchase one composter at the greatly discounted price of $35 (additional composters are $50). The
workshops will be held at 6:00 p.m. on the following Thursdays:

Whiting Library in Chester - May 3
First Congregational Church in Springfield - May 31
Reading Town Hall - June 14
Rockingham Free Public Library - June 21

The workshop presentation is about 45 minutes with time afterwards for questions. To sign up, call 674-
9235 or email  Mary

Did Someone Say Composter?
T he District offers Soil Saver  composters for sale  every spring. This year the
price is $50. The 100% recycled plastic composter is 28" wide x 28" deep x 32"
high and has a 10-year manufacturer's guarantee. We also sell Sure-Close food
scrap pails for $5 each. To order either or both, call 674-9235 for an order form or
download one from the District's website. O rders are due by Friday, April 13. Pick
up on Saturday, April 28 at local transfer stations.

Click Here For Our
Upcoming Events 

Grant Opportunites

Please refer to our Grants
Website for up to date
information about existing
grants relevant for our towns
and region. 

2018 Tiny Grants
The Association of Vermont
Conservation Commissions
(AVCC) recently announced
the 2018 Tiny Grant program.
The purpose of the program
is to provide seed money
and/or matching funds for
specific local conservation
projects, such as town forest
trail network amenities, a
community climate change
presentation, printing trail
maps, and marking wildlife
corridors.  Individual grants
are available in the range of
$250-$600. Applications
are due by April 13, 2018.
 Projects must be completed
and a final report submitted
by May 4, 2019.  Click 
here for more information.

Stay Connected

New Facebook Feed
In January  Facebook  altered
their algorithms to change
how people and pages you
have "liked" come up on your 
Facebook  feed. This
particularly affects businesses
using Facebook. To ensure
SWCRPC's  Facebook  page
comes up as
www.facebook.com/SWCRPC
  go to our page, make sure
you have "liked" us, then click
"Following" and then "See
first" in your news feed. 

 

Subscribe to Strong
Communities Newsletter
Click here to subscribe to the
Vermont Department of
Housing and Community
Development's quarterly
Strong Communities
newsletter. 

Don't forget about us! 
When there are personnel
changes on your boards or in
the office, please help us by
sending your updates to us
promptly.  We use your
contact information for a
variety of purposes including: 
 grant opportunities; 
upcoming road construction
projects (including road and
bridge closures);  trainings
and events  and many other
things!   If you have any
updates for town staff or
volunteers, please send them
to Chris Titus .

Are you on Front Porch Forum?

The towns of Cavendish,
Reading, Weathersfield, West
Windsor, and Windsor have
all joined. The mission of
Front Porch Forum is to help
neighbors connect and build
community. It does that by
hosting regional networks of
online neighborhood forums.
Common sense and a
growing body of research tell
us that well-connected
neighborhoods are friendlier
places to live, with less crime,
healthier residents, higher
property values, and better
service from local
government and public
utilities.

Join My Mailing List

S outhern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission  
PO Box 320 

38 Ascutney Park Road 
Ascutney, VT 05030

Telephone: 802-674-9201
General Email: ctitus@swcrpc.org 

Copyright © 2017. All Rights Reserved. 
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From the Desk of Tom Kennedy, Executive Director

I would like to welcome Otis Munroe to the RPC as our newest employee. He will be working on transportation
and emergency management projects and other projects where we can put his talents and skills to good use.

On May 21, 2018, the RPC held its first public hearing on its Regional Energy Plan, there was a spirited
discussion on the plan especially on wind energy. The second public hearing is scheduled for June 25th at
12:00PM at Martin Memorial Hall in Ascutney. The RPC will vote to adopt the proposed plan following the public
hearing.

The RPC staff is working closely with the Town of Windsor on the repair of the Kennedy Pond dam. The repair of
the dam will begin on June 1st and should be completed by mid-October 2018.Funding for the dam repair came
from two sources; a grant that was prepared by RPC staff for $1.25 million dollars and $1.0 million dollars from
the town. The grant funds were through the Vermont Community Development Block Grant Disaster Relief
Program. I would like to thank the folks at the Vermont Community Development Program for their patience and
assistance in getting this project funded.

We are coming to the end of our fiscal year and I want to thank the staff and commissioners for all their hard work
in making FY18 a very successful year. In this fiscal year, we co-sponsored a statewide bike and pedestrian
conference; administered the Clean Water Block Grant Program for the State of Vermont; and the RPC wrote and
received over $400,000.00 in funding for our member towns for solid waste, water quality,
brownfields,transportation and emergency management programs.  
 
Tom

Emergency Management

Retire Your LEOP Template in 2019
Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) has announced the publication of new Local Emergency Management
Plan (LEMP) standards.
 
In 2019, Vermont towns will no longer be required to utilize the single specific format in developing Local
Emergency Operation Plans (LEOP). Instead, towns will adopt a Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP),
which incorporates a standard set of minimum elements. Templates that include these elements are available on
the VEM website .  These new plans will need to be adopted by May 2019.  (The LEOP templates can still be
used in 2018.)
 
In 2019, municipalities will also need to report adoption of LEMPs through their Regional Planning Commission
(RPC) with a LEMP adoption form.  Implementation guidance, references, templates, models, and examples are
available on VEM's website .  Contact Allison or Otis for assistance in developing and exercising their LEMPs.

Weather Safety During Outdoor Public Events
Every year, there are hundreds of outdoor events in Vermont where participants are potentially vulnerable to
hazardous weather. Unfortunately, the National Weather Service (NWS) is not aware of many of these events or
does not have any point of contacts to warn of impending hazards.  Their goal is to work closely with emergency
managers and public safety officials, to provide critical weather information when hazardous weather approaches
an event, for overall public safety.
 
The main weather hazards that can impact an outdoor venue with very little advance notice are thunderstorms
and lightning. Other potential weather hazards include strong winds, potential flooding and extreme heat.
 
To help you prepare and to increase situational awareness, the NWS would like to be informed of any large
outdoor events. To submit a request for weather support for a public event, via email to nwsbtv.info@noaa.gov or
complete a fillable Google form here at least one week in advance of the outdoor public event.  The NWS
Burlington office can be reached at 1-800-863-4279.

Energy

Revised Draft Enhanced Energy Plan for the Region
A public hearing was held on May 21, 2018 to get input on our draft Regional Enhanced Energy Plan.  The intent
of this plan is to to meet the requirements of an "Enhanced Energy Plan" in 24 V.S.A. §4352 and to to receive
"substantial deference" in future Section 248 proceedings.  It includes draft policies for siting renewable energy
projects in the region.
 
Staff have revised the draft plan based upon comments received at or before this hearing..  On June 25, 2018 ,
the SWCRPC Board of Commissioners (BOC) will hold a second public hearing and consider adoption after the
hearing is closed.  The revised draft Regional Enhanced Energy Plan is available for review here. 

GIS/Mapping

New Parcel Data Available
Several towns in our region decided to participate in the first year of the Statewide Property Parcel Mapping
Program.  The results for Andover and Weathersfield are now available. This project creates statewide
standardized parcel data that can be used for a wide variety of purposes, including being able to bring grand list
data into a computer mapping system, which enables better data analysis.  The first results of this work, funded
by VTrans and coordinated by the Vermont Center for Geographic Information, is now available online .  This
program has two more years of funding and is expected to reach all towns in the state before it is completed.  For
more information about the program contact Katharine .

Land Use

Reading Village Center Designation Approved
Congratulations to the Town of Reading for having their application for Felchville to become a state-designated
Village Center approved by the Vermont Downtown Board in April.  Designation into this program makes property
owners eligible for tax credits for certain buildings and projects. It also provides priority grant consideration for a
variety of funding opportunities.  For more information about the benefits of Village Center designation visit this
website .  To read more about Vermont's designation programs click here .  If you would like assistance with an
application, contact Jason .

Transportation News

Great Walk Bike Summit in WRJ
 
What a terrific day!  On May 4th, 218 people gathered in White River
Junction for the 2018 Vermont Walk Bike Summit.  The day started with
an inspiring plenary session featuring Congressman Peter Welch and
keynote speaker Russ Roca from  A Path Less Pedaled.  The day
continued with sessions on a variety of topics, demonstrations, and
networking with colleagues.  Congratulations to award recipients Jason
Van Driesche (Walk/Bike Professional), Alice Charkes (Walk/Bike
Volunteer Advocate), and the Velomont Trail/VT Huts Association
(Notable Project).  Presentation slides and photos are available on the  
event website .   
 
We would like to thank TRORC (our co-organizing partner), VTrans and members of the event planning
committee.  We are also very grateful to the staff at the Barrette Center for the Arts and Hotel Coolidge, as well as
to all of the event sponsors.  We look forward to attending the 2020 Vermont Walk Bike Summit somewhere else
in the state!

Bicycle and Pedestrian Applications Due on 6/22
Vermont's Bicycle and Pedestrian Program funds a wide variety of projects, such as bicycle lanes, sidewalks,
pedestrian crossing improvements, and ADA improvements.  Last year Chester received a $800,000 for sidewalk
enhancements and Springfield was awarded $156,000 of additional funds to complete the South Street sidewalk
project.  Two small-scale projects were also awarded last year: $4,000 to Cavendish to install rectangular rapid
flashing beacons at the school crosswalk and nearly $48,000 for Main Street pedestrian improvements in
Springfield.  Applications are due by June 22, 2018. More information can be found on  VTrans' website.  Please
contact  Katharine if you are interested in applying and would like help with your application.

Funding Opportunities for Roads and Water Quality
We anticipate that there will be a few funding opportunities in the next few months, for those of you trying to plan
ahead for the year.  The details for the next rounds of funding have not been announced yet. However, we have
provided approximate grant timelines and links for more information.  If you click on the following links to each
grant page, you can review application materials from last year. We do not anticipate significant changes for the
subsequent round.

Transportation Alternatives funding is for municipal environmental mitigation projects relating to stormwater
and highways.  Details will likely be available in early June and applications due in July 2018.
Better Roads Grants support municipal inventories and lower-cost construction projects that involve erosion
control and improve water quality.  Application materials are expected to be released in early September
and will likely be due in early November 2018.
Municipal Highway and Stormwater Mitigation Grants can be used for transportation-related environmental
mitigation activity that improve water quality.  More details will be released in mid-September and are
anticipated to be due in mid-November 2018.
Grants in Aid - See below for a separate article about this program.

If you have any questions about any of these grants, please contact Katharine .

Grants in Aid Year 2
Round 2 has just been released for the Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Program and towns should have received
their announcements on the program and how to participate. Funding for this successful program has been
increased for this round by 20%. Towns intending to participate must submit their Letters of Intent by June 22nd. If
you have any questions, please contact Cindy Ingersoll.

Census and Data

US Economic Census
Did you know that the US Economic Census is coming this month?  Surveys are going to approximately 3.7
million businesses across the country and summaries of this information will be available through the US Census
Bureau.  This Census occurs every five years, while the census of the nation's population occurs every ten years.
For more information click here .

Water Quality

Regional Clean Water Advisory Committee
The SWCRPC is presently seeking members for our Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC). The purpose of
the CWAC is to assist with the implementation of Tactical Basin Plans (TBP) through water quality project
identification and prioritization. It is also a good platform for information sharing. CWAC members are appointed
by the RPC Board and represent municipalities, watershed groups, conservation districts, and the agricultural and
forestry industries. If you are interested in joining the CWAC, please contact Chris Yurek .

Click Here For Our
Upcoming Events 

Introducing.....

Welcome Otis

I n April, we hired a
new temporary
employee, Otis Munroe.
He recently worked for
the 
Vermont Division for
Historic Preservation,
and is looking forward
to starting on new
projects with the RPC.
Otis will be conducting
transportation-related
fieldwork this summer
and helping on various
projects around the
office.

Grant Opportunites

Please refer to our
Grants Website for up
to date information
about existing grants
relevant for our towns
and region. 

Springfield Receives
Brownfields
Assessment Grant
With the help of the
RPC's grant
preparation and writing,
the Town of Springfield
will be off and running
with a newly awarded
EPA Brownfields
Assessment Grant for
$250,000. With this
funding the Town will
begin the process of
addressing the clean-
up needs of historic
downtown structures,
an important first step
in the Town's economic
redevelopment plans. 

SOLID WASTE
DISTRICT NEWS

Backyard
Composting
Workshops
The SWWCSWMD, or
as we like to call it, "the
District" is hosting two
more backyard
composting workshops
this spring:

Thursday, June
14 at the Reading
Town Hall at 6:00
p.m.
Thursday, June
21 at the
Rockingham Free
Public Library at
6:00 p.m.

Plenty of time after the
presentation for
questions and answers.
Attendees may
purchase one Soil
Saver composter at the
discounted price of
$35.00 (one per
household - additional
are $50 each). Please
call Mary T. O'Brien at
674-9235 or email her 
if you'd like to attend.

Stay Connected

Subscribe to Strong
Communities
Newsletter
Click here to subscribe
to the Vermont
Department of Housing
and Community
Development's
quarterly Strong
Communities
newsletter. 

Are you on Front Porch
Forum?

The towns of
Cavendish, Reading,
Weathersfield, West
Windsor, and Windsor
have all joined. The
mission of Front Porch
Forum is to help
neighbors connect and
build community. It
does that by hosting
regional networks of
online neighborhood
forums. Common sense
and a growing body of
research tell us that
well-connected
neighborhoods are
friendlier places to live,
with less crime,
healthier residents,
higher property values,
and better service from
local government and
public utilities.

Join My Mailing List
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Change in Staff at the RPC

In July, we said goodbye to Katharine Otto after nearly 8 years of working here at the
RPC.  She has taken a position in Storrs, Connecticut working on transit issues for the
University of Connecticut and the local transit district. We all wish her well in her new
job!

To see a full listing of our staff

Visit Our Website

New Opportunities with Button Up
Vermont: Learn More on August 8th

As the heat wave drags on this summer,
Vermonters who already buttoned their homes
up were feeling the benefits.  There are new

opportunities in this fall's Button Up Vermont campaign to help your neighbors save
money and stay comfortable. Please fill out this 30 second form to tell Efficiency
Vermont you're thinking about getting involved, and then join in on a phone call at noon
on August 8th to hear about what's new and how you could bring Button Up home.
During this call, Efficiency Vermont will spend 30 minutes presenting this year's
opportunities and 30 minutes answering your questions. You can call in at (713) 353-
0212 or (888) 822-7517 if you'd like a toll free line. The access code is 8502438. If
you're planning on attending the call, please let Paul Markowitz at Efficiency Vermont
know.

Emerald Ash Borer

The Emerald Ash Borer was recently found
in Orange and Washington Counties and
according to State officials it will be
throughout Vermont in a few short years.
The RPC will be holding workshops this fall
in conjunction with staff from the
Department of Forest and Parks and
Recreation to discuss recommendations to slow the spread of the invasive pest and
treatment options for affected trees.  Look for more information in the fall.

Regional Energy Plan Adopted

The SWCRPC developed a Regional Energy Plan to comply with Act 174 related
standards.  The plan contains an energy analysis, maps of regional resources and



constraints, regional energy targets, and strategies needed to achieve the energy
goals.  It was adopted on June 25, 2018 after two duly-warned public hearings. It
becomes effective on July 30, 2018. The plan can be downloaded in the Publications
section of our website.  The SWCRPC has submitted the plan to the Department of
Public Service for a determination of energy compliance pursuant to Act 174 and 24
V.S.A. §4352. A public hearing is being planned for 6 pm on September 4th.  Please
contact Jason for more information.

Infusion of Funds for Brownfields

The Southern Windsor County Brownfields Reuse Program was awarded $500,000 in
supplemental funding from the Environmental Protection Agency for our Brownfields
Revolving Loan Fund.  This infusion of funds will be used to provide financial support
for our region in the form of loans and sub-grants to continue helping to address the
blighted conditions in our communities and improve the potential for redevelopment. To
find out more about this program, please visit our Brownfields webpage . For questions
regarding eligible properties or interest in applying for funding, please contact Cindy.

We would also like to congratulate the Town of Springfield for their recent award of
$250,000 in Brownfields Assessment Funds from the Environmental Protection
Agency.  This funding will be used to help jump start implementation of the Town's
Streetscape Master Plan which identifies a number of downtown historic brownfield
structures for clean-up and redevelopment.

Notice of Public Hearing on Draft 2018 Vermont State Hazard Mitigation
Plan

On Monday, August 20, 2018, 2:30-4:00pm, Waterbury VT The Department of Public
Safety, Division of Emergency Management (VEM) invites the public to a hearing to
provide input on the DRAFT 2018 Vermont State Hazard Mitigation Plan (SHMP). VEM
is seeking input from the public on the proposed natural hazards that may impact
Vermont, the vulnerabilities to those hazards, the capabilities that exist in the State to
address the hazards, and the mitigation actions needed to reduce our vulnerability.
 Written comments are also encouraged via email to Stephanie Smith.

"Making It Happen!" Local Leadership for
the Future of Vermont Communities

Join local leaders working to improve life in their
communities at the Vermont Council on Rural
Development's VT Community Leadership
Summit on October 1st.  Offerings include:
*Skills Workshops for Community Initiatives
*Community Success Story Panels
*Leadership Resource Fair
*Group Dialogues on the "Future of Community Leadership in Vermont"

Registration will open in August. For more information or to sign up for event updates
visit this event website or contact the Vermont Council on Rural Development at
info@vtrural.org or 802-223-6091.

Health and Resources Mapping Project

What is the Services and Vulnerability Map Project? The maps are a planning tool to
assist in evaluating the relative vulnerability of populations in different parts of southern



Windsor County, along with the availability of support-based service locations. This SVI
(Social Vulnerability Index) draws together three different measures of vulnerability
under the following themes: Health, Resources and Food. To explore the available
maps and infographic sheets, visit our website.  For more information on this project,
how to get involved and next steps, contact Allison.

Planning Grant Opportunity

The Municipal Planning Grant (MPG) program supports local planning efforts and can
fund projects like developing a village economic development plan, mapping and
marketing trail networks, or updating land use regulations and town plans.  Applications
are due by October 1st with funding decisions announced in December.

There are a few changes to this grant program this year:

Maximum grant awards are increased to $22,000.
A minimum 10% cash match is now required.
Procurement rules have changed to provide a little more flexibility.
State funding priorities have changed.  This year priorities include planning
projects that involve housing, infrastructure, vibrant centers, active
transportation, recreation, "placemaking", water quality/flood resilience, village
wastewater, and projects that might serve as a statewide model.

For more information, see the program description or contact Jason with questions.

New Regional Bicycle Route Map

Over the next few months, the SWCRPC will be developing a map of bicycle routes.
 The purpose of this map is to identify suggested bicycling routes in the region and
associated attractions, such as bike shops, inns, campgrounds, restaurants,
breweries, ice cream shops, parks, and swimming holes.  The intended users of the
map are bicyclists that may have a range of experience levels and desired bicycling
experiences. We will be involving cyclists in the area to assist in the identification of
suitable routes.  If you would like to be involved, please contact Jason.

Making Room for Rivers

Flooding is Vermont's most common natural
disaster. The Department of Environmental
Conservation has a new Flood Training
website to help local officials get flood-ready.
The site guides users through basic
preparation and features Vermont case
studies, tools and resources, and support to
help municipalities reduce the risk of future
flood events. 

Visit this website and sign up for the Flood Resilience Listserv to receive updates.

Basin 10 Tactical Basin Plan Adopted

On June 13, 2018, VT Agency of Natural Resources (VT ANR) Secretary, Jule Moore, and
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner, Emily Boedecker, finalized the
Basin 10 Tactical Basin Plan (TBP).  This Plan covers the Black River, Mill Brook and
Ottauquechee River watersheds. The Plan provides an overview of the health of the surface
waters and includes targeted actions to aid in achieving the State's water quality goals over the
next five years. If you wish to receive a copy of the final Plan, please contact Chris Yurek.



Composting

The Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid
Waste Management District had four backyard
composting workshops in the spring that were
quite popular. As you may know, everyone in
Vermont must begin (or continue) to divert food
scraps from the landfill as of July 1, 2020. There
are several ways to keep food scraps out of the
trash:

Compost it in your backyard,
Bring it to your local transfer station and
dump it in their "toter," or
Pay your trash hauler to take it away for composting.

We plan to hold more backyard composting workshops next spring so that residents
can learn how to turn their food scraps into a useful soil amendment for lawns and
gardens.

Backyard composters are still available for sale - $50 each - from the Southern
Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District. They make a great
birthday gift! Contact Mary from the Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid
Waste Management District at 674-9235 to purchase.

STAY CONNECTED:



Welcome Anthony!
Anthony Summers joined our staff on September 1, 2018
as a Planner with a focus in transportation and GIS. 
His background includes working with Vermont towns and
villages on revitalization and economic development
efforts, and disaster recovery after Tropical Storm Irene. 
Most recently he was a Disaster Recovery Grants
Manager in Columbia, South Carolina.  He is very glad to
be back in the Green Mountains!

To see a full listing of our staff

Visit Our Website

Certificate of Energy Compliance Issued by the State!

On September 17, 2018, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Service
(DPS) issued a Certificate of Energy Compliance for the Southern Windsor County
Regional Plan.  This means that the plan complies with the requirements of 24 V.S.A.
§4352 and gives the Regional Plan "substantial deference" under Section 248
proceedings. For towns that now have "enhanced energy plans", this also means that
Selectboards may submit adopted municipal plan to the SWCRPC for a determination
of energy compliance.  For more information, see the DPS website.  The Regional
Plan can be found in our publications section of our website.  Contact Jason or Otis
with questions about energy planning.

Congratulations Weathersfield!

Vermont reached a milestone this month with the 150th Village Center designation.
 Ascutney and Perkinsville add two more to that list - now there are 152 designated
Village Centers in Vermont.  On September 24th, the Vermont Downtown
Development Board approved the town's applications for Village Center designation
under 24 V.S.A. Chapter 76A.  This makes property owners of certain buildings in
Ascutney and Perkinsville eligible for tax credits and gives the town priority
consideration for state grants.  For more on the benefits of designation, see the
Department of Housing and Community Development website.



Representatives from recreation groups and the towns of Weathersfield,
West Windsor and Windsor gathered on September 27th to discuss

working together on trails and other recreation facilities.

Brownfields

Timely Brownfields Redevelopment Workshop

The Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation will be conducting a
Brownfields Redevelopment Workshop for our region on October 25th at 10 AM at the
Great Hall in Springfield.  This is a timely educational opportunity for our region.
Brownfields redevelopment is an integral part of southern Windsor County's plan for
economic growth and projects are moving forward. The workshop will cover topics of
interest to all Stakeholders.  Save the Date and look for a workshop agenda to be
posted soon. Contact Cindy for more information.

Emergency Management 

Hazard Mitigation Funding Opportunities Available

Three new hazard mitigation funding opportunities are or will soon be open. Acquisition
(buyouts), infrastructure, and planning projects are among those eligible. The
application period for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) is open now until
October 26th. Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) and Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM)
Grant Program applications will be open from October 1st through January 4th. For
eligibility requirements and to discuss potential projects please contact Otis.

Assistance to Firefighters Grants Open

Assistance to Firefighters Grants are available to help responders obtain critically
needed equipment, protective gear, emergency vehicles, training and other resources.
Applications are due October 26th. For questions please contact  Otis.  Check out the
following links for more information FEMA AFG page, Region 1 contacts.

Water Quality



Defunct Stream Crossing Removed
from Trout Brook in Andover 

In September 2018, the RPC partnered with
Horseshoe Acres Campground in Andover to
remove a defunct concrete stream crossing
along the campground property. This project
was identified as a priority during the 2016
river corridor planning process in 2016.
Funding for this work was provided by a grant
through the VT Agency of Natural Resources
(VT ANR). Removal of the crossing improves flood resiliency, fish passage/ access to
coldwater spawning habitat, and sediment transport.

New Funding Available for Clean Water Projects

The Vermont Department of Environmental Conservations' (VT DEC) Clean Water
Initiative Program (CWIP) is rolling out a number of new block grants for water quality,
stream stability, and road drainage improvement projects. Details regarding some
these programs have yet to be released. Information and updates can be found on the
DEC website.

Transportation

Animating Infrastructure Grant Program

The Vermont Arts Council has announced their Animating Infrastructure grants and
they are offering a series of grant seeker workshops around the state. These grants
are a great way to tie art into infrastructure projects.  The Council's definition of
infrastructure is broad. Anything that serves a functional purpose in the built or natural
environment qualifies. Proposed projects would not be limited to, but could include
improvements to: buildings, recreational paths, parks, bridges, small scale renewable
energy projects, water treatment facilities.

Letters of intent are due by December 10th.  Select projects will be invited to submit a
complete project proposal by March 18, 2019.

Workshops will be held from September 24 through October 26.  A workshop will be
held in White River Junction on September 26th at 1:30 - 3:00 PM, at the Barrette
Center for the Arts, 76 Gates Street, 05001.

Contact Anthony for inquiries.

Vermont Better Roads Program

The Vermont Better Roads Program provides technical support and grant funding to
municipalities to promote the use of erosion control and maintenance techniques that
save money while protecting and enhancing water quality.  Eligible activities include:
planning and conducting road erosion inventories, construction projects that correct an
erosion problem, installation of stormwater infrastructure that improves water quality,
structure and/or culvert upgrades, and construction that corrects streambanks and/or
other slope related erosion problems on town roads.  Applications are due by October
26th. Contact Anthony for inquiries.



Transportation Alternatives Program

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) is available for environmental mitigation
projects relating to stormwater and town highways.  Eligible activities include: salt/sand
sheds, bank stabilization, culvert replacement/ re-sizing, stream bank stabilization,
detention ponds, check dams, swirl separators, permeable pavers, infiltration basins,
gravel wetlands, subsurface detention systems, biofilters, bioretention systems, and
planning studies (e.g. stormwater inventories, flow restoration plans, phosphorus
control planning).  A local 20% match is required. Applications are due on October
17th. Contact Anthony for inquiries.

Solid Waste District News 

We're #1 - Vermont Leads Nation in
Battery Recycling!

Vermont's population is only 0.2% of the contiguous
U.S., but we've recycled 134,500 pounds of batteries
which is roughly 880% more batteries than expected.
This year, our goal is for even more Vermonters to
recycle even more batteries. Bring them to your
transfer station (Cavendish, Ludlow, Hartford,

Rockingham, Springfield, or Weathersfield), town hall (Windsor or Hartland), Woodstock Ace
Hardware, or Woodstock Pharmacy. All household batteries are accepted: alkaline (AA, AAA, C,
D), rechargeables, hearing aid, power tool, watch batteries, and other types. You can also
recycle your old cell phones through this program.

Happy Household Hazardous Waste
Collections

The fall household hazardous waste events were
well-attended: 225 people came to the Springfield
Transfer Station and 121 people showed up at the
Goodyear Building in Windsor. By far, the most
common material collected was paint; lots and lots
of paint. We also received a jar of mercury and
plenty of pesticides. The District's next collections
will be on the second and third Saturdays in May 2019.

STAY CONNECTED:


