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Springfield Awarded $300K by Boston Fed
Congratulations to the Springfield area team for being awarded a three-year, $300,000
grant for an initiative to increase workforce participation in the region. The work aims to find
higher quality jobs for the underemployed and jobs for the unemployed. This will be done by
bridging the gap between service providers and industry partners, reducing the churn of
employee movement, and increasing overall workforce participation by matching clients with
employment that fits their interests. For more information, visit the Federal Reserve Bank of
Boston’s program website . 

Continuity of Operations Plans and Mutual Aid Agreements
between Municipalities
To facilitate emergency planning in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, please find the
following links to plans and a sample agreement as a way to record and formalize
agreements for sharing specific resources or services with another municipality. These are
written to accommodate a wide range of situations, so users are urged to customize it
carefully and appropriately. Please contact SWCRPC for assistance.

https://www.vlct.org/resource/mutual-aid-agreement-between-municipalities-
sample 
https://vem.vermont.gov/news/continuity-operations-plan-template-local-
communities 

Most Recent Executive Orders from the Governor
The COVID-19 pandemic is a constantly changing situation with new policies and regulations
being implemented daily.

Visit the following link for the most recent Governor's Executive Order:
https://governor.vermont.gov/content/addendum-8-amended-and-restated-executive-
order-01-20-0

Animating Infrastructure
Grants

The Animating Infrastructure Grant program
provides opportunities for artists to engage
with a community in the design and/or
fabrication of permanent or temporary public
art for an interior or exterior site that is
accessible to the public. Grants of up to

https://swcrpc.org/programs/
https://swcrpc.org
https://www.bostonfed.org/workingplaces/communities-challenge/vermont/springfield-area.aspx
https://www.vlct.org/resource/mutual-aid-agreement-between-municipalities-sample
https://vem.vermont.gov/news/continuity-operations-plan-template-local-communities
https://governor.vermont.gov/content/addendum-8-amended-and-restated-executive-order-01-20-0
https://www.facebook.com/SWCRPC/


$15,000 are available. Letters of Intent are
due by December 18th. For more
information, click here.  

Clean Water Design/Implementation Block Grant Request
for Applications
A fourth ‘Request for Applications’ has just been released. This will likely be the last round
under this grant program. Funding is provided by the Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation (VT DEC) Clean Water Initiative Program (CWIP). The grant is to support the
design and implementation of clean water improvement and protection projects,
including preliminary engineering design, final engineering design, and construction of clean
water projects. No local match is required under this program (with the exception of MS4
stormwater projects, which require 50% local match). Applications are due on January
8th with notification of awards by February 1st. For more information and application
materials visit our webpage.

Land and Water Conservation Fund
Funds are available for the acquisition of lands and waters or for the development and
enhancement of public outdoor recreation facilities that are consistent with the outdoor
recreation goals and objectives highlighted in the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan (SCORP) and recreation elements of local plans. LWCF grants provide up to
50% matching assistance to the state and local governments. Applications are due
December 14th. For more information, click here.   

Municipal Grants-In-Aid Program FY21
We are pleased to announce that we have had a record interest among our towns in
the Municipal Grants-In-Aid program for FY2021.These funds are to be used to support
town highway drainage improvements to achieve compliance with Municipal Roads General
Permit (MRGP) standards. Letters of Intent have been submitted and we anticipate receiving
finalized offer amounts soon. Given the late roll out of this fourth round for this program, we
expect to get started on site visits for road projects in early spring as soon as the snow
melts! 

MRGP Update: December 31st Deadline
All the towns in the Region have successfully completed and submitted
their MRGP road erosion inventories to DEC’s portal ahead of the December 31st deadline.
However, two additional items are also due at the same time. All towns will have to submit a
completed Permit Amendment Form and a $240 Administrative Processing Fee. Both
the Form and the Fee must be submitted together through ANROnline. 

https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/grants/organizations/animating-infrastructure
https://www.swcrpc.org/design-implementation-block-grant/
https://fpr.vermont.gov/land-and-water-conservation-fund
https://swcrpc.org/municipal-roads-grants-in-aid-program/
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/stormwater/docs/Permitinformation/MunicipalRoads/sw_MRGP_REIAmendment.pdf
https://anronline.vermont.gov/app/?allowAnonymous=true#/formversion/72e89250-43ec-45b5-9938-1e37d013e62b?formtag=WSMD_Intake


Button Up Workshop
Recording
The RPC hosted a virtual Button Up
workshop in partnership with Efficiency
Vermont and Vital Communities on
November 4th. Topics covered included
an introduction to weatherization and
weatherization incentives, heat pumps,
and Vital Communities’ outreach to
manufactured home owners. If you
were unable to attend the workshop, a
recording will soon be available
on our Energy page. 

Free Virtual Home Energy
Visits
If you’ve thought about making your home more
efficient, but don’t know where to start, now’s the
time! You can get a no-cost over the phone or
virtual energy consultation from an expert at
Efficiency Vermont. They’ll show you the most
cost-effective ways you can save money, save
energy, and improve the comfort of your home.
Learn more about your options and sign up at
www.buttonupvermont.com/visit. Sign-ups will
be accepted through the end of December. 

Electric and High-Efficiency Vehicle Incentive Programs
The State’s popular electric vehicle (EV) incentive program has been relaunched with
$950,000 in incentives. Incentive amounts vary by income level and whether the vehicle is an
all-electric or plug-in hybrid model. These State incentive funds are available to all
Vermonters on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information on the program, visit
Drive Electric Vermont’s Purchase Incentives webpage.
 
The State is also supporting Capstone Community Action’s MileageSmart program that
provides income-based incentives for the purchase of high-efficiency used vehicles. See
the program website  for more information. 

New Pedestrian and Bicycle Design Guidance
In 2002, VTrans published what was then considered a state-of-the-art guidance
document: the Pedestrian and Bicycle Design Manual. A lot has happened since then, and
there are now many excellent design resources available from a variety of sources.  As a
result, VTrans is retiring the outdated 2002 VTrans Ped/Bike Design Manual. In
its place, VTrans has assembled a new web page that collects what they consider to be a
comprehensive set of guidance, manuals, design details, and other resources to support
walking and bicycling infrastructure projects. You can find this web resource here.   

Farmers to Families Extended!

We’re pleased to share that the USDA has extended the Farmers to
Families program through the end of the year! This may be the final
months of distribution for the Farmers to Families program.
Distributions will take place weekdays throughout the state beginning
November 16th and ending after December 31st.
  
To keep wait times to a minimum, reservations will be required for the
distributions. To register and see the dates and locations, please
visit https://humanresources.vermont.gov/food-help or call 802-
476-0316 for assistance. 

https://swcrpc.org/energy/
http://www.buttonupvermont.com/visit
https://www.driveelectricvt.com/why-go-electric/purchase-incentives?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=November 2020 Newsletter&utm_content=November 2020 Newsletter+CID_d929e0361d3da791d4d37c970fde6779&utm_source=Campaign Monitor&utm_term=The State of Vermont allocated 950000 for additional incentives in November 2020 Take advantage while funds remain
https://www.mileagesmartvt.org/
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/bike-ped/resources
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhumanresources.vermont.gov%2Ffood-help&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdf8007156f9140d408c008d884b30ccd%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C637405252126063657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=v283qvNH6W2zhOWl9AKV%2BnYo4H8rk75SMWPFww4cU6o%3D&reserved=0


Keep Your Eyes Open for Other Funding Opportunities
We anticipate three funding opportunities to be announced in December: Better Places,
Downtown Transportation Fund and Better Connections.

The Better Places program is an opportunity to fund pilot placemaking projects that adapt
and reclaim streets and public spaces for people. Eligible projects might include public art,
pocket parks, pop-up galleries, parklets,or providing space for outdoor retail sales. For more
information, see the Agency of Commerce and Community Development’s. program
website.
 
For communities with a state-designated downtown, the Downtown Transportation Fund
provides funding to support a variety of projects that benefit the downtown area, such
as bicycle and pedestrian projects, safety enhancements, lighting, and wayfinding signs. For
more information, see the Agency of Commerce and Community Development’s program
website.

Better Connections – formerly known as Strong Communities, Better Connections – offers
funding for master planning that seeks to increase transportation options, build resilience,
and strengthen economic vitality in Vermont’s community centers and neighborhoods. For
more information, see VTrans’ program website .  

Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste
Management District News

The District organized a household
hazardous waste collection at the
Springfield Transfer Station in
September. It was a popular event with
280 District residents participating.
These four-hour collections are very
expensive – about $32,000 each. So,
the District is planning to build a
permanent HHW facility in Springfield
next year. The site will be open 8 to 10
hours a week for six months annually.
Not only will this greatly increase
convenience for residents, it will also
divert many more tons of hazardous
material from the waste stream and
save the District some money.

The District worked with the State to
distribute 195 food scrap pails to local
schools to enable them to comply with
Vermont’s Universal Recycling law. As
of July 1st, everyone in the state is
required to divert food scraps from the
trash. Because of COVID-19, some
schools are directing students to eat in
their classrooms. So, the pails were
deployed for classroom use. Once the
food scraps are collected, it is up to the
schools to decide what to do with
them: have an animal farmer pick them
up, compost them on-site, or, more
commonly, have a hauler take them
away for composting. 

Contact Us!

Visit our website

https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/better-places
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/downtown-transportation-fund
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/planning/projects-programs/better-connections
https://swcrpc.org

