
Check our website for further details of the events listed below!
View here

Director's Corner:
It was a busy year at the SWCRPC in 2019.  The Commissioners and staff
have been working with towns to get their enhanced energy plans adopted.  A
town with an enhanced energy plan will have a greater voice in the Section
248 process.  Section 248 is the permitting process for telecommunication and
energy facilities.  

Other activities this past year included assisting the towns of West
Windsor, Weathersfield, and Windsor to plan a trail that goes around Mt.
Ascutney and discussing marketing the area for recreational purposes.  The
staff also worked with the Towns of Reading and Windsor in amending their
Town Plans, and the Town of Springfield with amending its zoning bylaws.  
Over the last several years the staff has been working with area hospitals, and
prevention partners, on issues ranging from transit planning and ridesharing
for medical trips to land uses that promote healthy communities. Staff has
been working with many different partners on preparing a toolkit for local
communities that focuses on improving food access through municipal and
regional plans. 

The staff continues to administer the Clean Water Block Grant program for the
Agency of Natural Resources, in 2018 and 2019, the staff from ANR and the
RPC reviewed and awarded nearly 1.5 million dollars to address water quality
issues throughout Vermont. 

The staff assisted the Windsor Improvement Corporation by providing a loan
and grant for the cleanup of asbestos-laden piles of rubble that were the result
of a demolition project that took place nearly two decades ago. The SWCRPC
worked closely with the Springfield Regional Development Corporation to
clean up this former brownfield site in order to host a new solar facility.  

The Commissioners and staff at the SWCRPC wish all our partners a healthy
and joyous New Year. 

Thomas Kennedy, Executive Director

Frustrated with Frequent Power Outages? Join us for a
conversation with GMP!
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The SWCRPC and Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 3 will hold a
roundtable with Green Mountain Power on January 8th at 6PM at
NewsBank's Conference Facility in Chester. RSVP's are required to Allison as pizza
and refreshments will be served. 

Ken Couture, the Leader of Grid Resiliency with Green Mountain Power, will be
giving a presentation on how GMP plans for and responds to
storms. Other roundtable topics will include:  

Preparedness - Weather and outage prediction, pre-positioning crews, and
technology;
Response / Recovery - Responding to events, Estimated Times of
Restoration, and outage management, smart meters, and truck tracking; 
Mitigation - GMP's "Climate Action Planning" including technologies to make
the grid more resilient against ever prevalent severe weather; and, 
How GMP can work with communities. 

On December 10th, Joanne Garton and Hannah Dallas from the Department
of Forests, Parks and Recreation presented at the Road Foreman Meeting

about what to expect with the Emerald Ash Borer infestation. 

Applied for Additional Brownfield Funds 
With the recent uptick in activities and inquiries regarding Brownfields acquisitions
and redevelopment, the SWCRPC has applied for the FY20 EPA Brownfields
Assessment Grant round to be awarded this spring.  We have requested $300,000
in assessment funding to support Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site
Assessments and clean-up planning activities for Brownfield sites in our
region. Early first quarter, a request will also be made for additional funds to support
our EPA Revolving Loan Fund.  These funds will allow the RPC to provide low
interest loans and sub-grants for clean-up of eligible assessed sites.  For more
information please contact Cindy or visit our webpage for updates and project news. 

Energy Usage and Weatherization Data Available
Beginning last year, Efficiency Vermont has been providing the SWCRPC with
reports on electricity usage, weatherization projects, and electric vehicle
registrations in the region. If you want to know how your town is progressing in
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relation to certain enhanced energy targets or to access this data for planning or
educational purposes, please contact Otis or Jason. For comprehensive data,
covering all programs in Vermont, please consult the EAN Community Dashboard.
Questions concerning the Dashboard can also be directed to Otis or Jason. 

New Building Energy Standards for 2020
The SWCRPC held a workshop on December 11th to learn about Vermont's new
building energy standards that will take effect in the 2nd or 3rd quarter in 2020.  A
comparison of the 2015 and the 2020 codes can be found in this presentation.  The
residential stretch code exceeds the base code requirements and it applies to Act
250 projects.  The residential base code applies to all other projects, except for
owner/builder projects.  Commercial projects under Act 250 jurisdiction must meet
three stretch guidelines under Criterion 9F.  For more information, see
the Department of Public Service website. 

Weatherization for Rental Properties
Weatherization has many benefits, from decreased heating bills to more comfortable
homes, but there are also financial and other barriers to undertaking a
weatherization project. These barriers are often particularly pronounced for owners
of rental properties. Fortunately, there are an array of weatherization organizations
and agencies in the region that provide financial and technical assistance for those
interested in undertaking a weatherization project on their rental property. See our
website for an overview of these organizations and the services they provide and
look for details for a workshop on this topic coming soon. If you have any questions
or would be interested in attending a weatherization workshop for rental property
owners, please contact  Otis or Jason.   

MPG Awards for Reading and Springfield
The Department of Housing and Community Development awarded Municipal
Planning Grant funding to the towns of Reading and Springfield.  Reading will
receive $9,709 in state funding for a municipal plan update, focusing on housing,
energy, village revitalization, and implementation.  Springfield was awarded $13,090
for a second phase of zoning bylaw amendments to flood hazard provisions,
development review procedures including subdivision, and downtown parking
standards. 
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More Resilient Roads (TRPT Update)
Since last June, the SWCRPC has been working on a project to add the
Williams River Watershed to the State's Transportation Resilience Planning
Tool (TRPT). The tool will identify critical road infrastructure that is vulnerable to
river flooding and fluvial erosion. The SWCRPC is wrapping up the vulnerability
scoring, which incorporates data on past road damages, stream geomorphology,
and LiDAR to determine how vulnerable road segments are
to flooding (pictured). Staff are coordinating this effort with the Windham Regional
Commission in order to address vulnerable roads in Grafton, Rockingham and
Windham. Next, UVM will incorporate traffic modeling to help determine possible
impacts future flood events might have on traffic patterns. The project will be
completed this coming spring.  Please contact Otis or Jason for more information.   

Releasing Survey to Elderly and Disabled (E&D) Transit
Riders
In early 2020, the SWCRPC - in partnership with VTrans, Southeast Vermont
Transit (SEVT), and area Adult Day services - will be mailing a survey to those
people that recently used the regional transit services provided for the elderly and
persons with disabilities. The goal of the survey is to better understand the needs of
riders in order to guide future funding for the program.  
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Safer Streets
New data released from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) show that despite an overall decrease in fatal vehicular crashes, the
number of people killed while walking and biking has increased - a trend that
Vermont health and transportation officials want to reverse.
   
6,283 pedestrians were killed in the U.S. during 2018 while walking - the highest
number since 1990. In Vermont, nine pedestrians were struck and killed while
walking along roads in 2017, and 133 pedestrians and 179 bicyclists were
hospitalized or went to an emergency department after a crash involving a vehicle.
 
The Health Department and Agency of Transportation have launched Watch for Me-
VT, a public outreach campaign designed to raise awareness of road safety issues,
and to promote multidisciplinary partnerships that assist communities in developing
policies and infrastructure changes that support road user safety.  To learn more
about staying safe on the road, visit Watch for Me-VT. 

2019 Design/Implementation Block Grant Update
The SWCRPC recently closed the first round of funding under the 2019
Design/Implementation Block Grant Program. Only projects of less than $20,000 in
requested funds were accepted under the first round. Approximately $200,000 was
requested for project implementation, with an additional roughly $20,000 in
requested funds for program delivery.
  
Applicants are expected to be notified regarding funding award in late
December or early January. Shortly thereafter, the second round of funding will be
announced.  Projects in excess of $20,000 in requested funds will be eligible
under the second round, as well as those under $20,000.
    
Please contact Chris Yurek or Cindy Ingersoll with questions or for more
information.  

Groceries for the Chester-Andover Family Center

We collect non-perishable food at the office year-round. Periodically, we donate it to one of the
local food shelves. People also bring canned goods to the annual RPC holiday dinner which is
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added to the collection. This year, the donations were brought to the Chester-Andover Family
Center. For a list of other food pantries, go to www.vtsolidwastedistrict.org. 

STAY CONNECTED:
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