
Check Out Our
Programs

Visit our website for further information!

Director's Corner:
COVID-19 or the Coronavirus, as we all know, has been spreading rapidly throughout
the world and now is in the United States. For those of us that live in the Upper Valley,
there was confirmation of an individual, who had returned from a trip overseas, that
tested positive.

Over this past weekend, the Vermont Department of Health issued the following
statement: on March 7, 2020, health officials announced the first case of novel
coronavirus COVID-19 in Bennington County. This Bennington County case is
considered presumptive positive, pending confirmation by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

The Health Department is closely monitoring the rapid developments in the outbreak of
respiratory illness caused by a novel (new) coronavirus, COVID-19. Vermont is
responding to protect and support Vermonters. While the immediate risk of this new
virus to the American public is believed to be low at this time, everyone can do their
part to help respond to this emerging public health threat. Check this site often for
updated information and guidance.

We all understand the seriousness of this virus and the SWCRPC wants to keep
people informed on health precautions and the latest news on this issue. The SWCRPC
will post on its website links to the Vermont Department of Health for the latest
information and the Center for Disease Control.

Take care,
Thomas Kennedy
Executive Director

Northern Border Regional Commission
Economic & Infrastructure
Development Grant Round for 2020

The Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC) has announced the Economic &
Infrastructure Development grant application round for 2020. Eligible organizations
include nonprofit and governmental entities. Interested applicants can access the
application materials via their website beginning March 2. While not required, Letters
of Interest are requested by March 31, and the online application portal will be open by
April 6. Applications are due by 5 pm on Friday, May 15.

For those considering applications in 2020, please contact Tom Kennedy or Bob
Flint.
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What's Your Housing Story?

Take the Keys to the Valley public opinion survey and share your story. 
 
Have you or someone you know been affected by the limited supply or high cost of
homes in the region? Did you move for a job, family, or school? Are you living with
roommates, friends, or other relatives? Has it been difficult to find a place to call
home? Are you worried about how more development would affect you? Your
responses to the Keys to the Valley Initiative survey will provide a deeper
understanding of what kind of homes are needed for those who want to move here,
return here and stay here. To take the public opinion survey, go
to www.keystothevalley.com or visit the project’s Facebook page.   

The Keys to the Valley Initiative is a collaboration between the Upper Valley Lake
Sunapee Regional Planning Commission, Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional
Commission, and Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (Tri-
Commissions). The project seeks to better understand the need for homes in our 67-
town region and to find solutions to the housing challenges that our communities and
residents face.   

Contact Otis or Jason with any questions.

Weatherization Workshop for Rental
Property Owners

The Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission and Springfield Energy
Committee invite you to attend a workshop on weatherizing your rental property. There
are many benefits to weatherization including reduced heating bills, lower maintenance
costs and more comfortable homes. The workshop will include presentations on the
benefits of weatherization and the resources available to owners and occupants of
rental properties to assist with your weatherization projects. These resources include
direct weatherization services, technical and project management assistance, financial
incentives and rebates, and low interest loans. You can check out our website for a
brief overview, and join us on Thursday, March 12th at 4:00-5:30 p.m.to in the
Springfield Town Hall, Selectman’s Chambers (3rd floor) to learn more. 
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Contact Otis for more information

Tracking Progress on our Energy Goals

Using data provided by Efficiency Vermont, SWCRPC has been tracking progress
towards the goals laid out in the energy chapter of our Regional Plan. There is a lot of
work being done, but we need to do more in order to meet our goals. 

To see our region’s progress on thermal fuel switching and electric vehicle registrations
see our website. Contact Otis for more information.

Local Planning for Food Access

The Vermont Farm to Plate Network  recently launched a Local Planning for Food
Access Toolkit, a free resource focused on improving food access through municipal
and regional plans. The toolkit, created with support and input from 20 experts from a
wide range of food system organizations, state agencies, and regional planning
commissions, is available at here.

Hunger and food access are not among the required elements in Vermont municipal or
regional plans.Despite that, there are a wide variety of ways to address food access in
plans, as identified in the toolkit. Also contained within the toolkit are numerous
success stories from communities all around the state that show how other
communities are addressing their challenges. 

Over the coming year, Farm to Plate will be available to advise interested communities.
Contact Alison to learn more about starting a conversation or hosting a workshop local
food access in your community. 

Springfield Wellness Week
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A series of free community events will showcase the many health and wellness
resources available in the Springfield area. Activities will take place at various locations
around Springfield.
.  
A kickoff event will take place on Monday, March 23, at 5:00 pm at the Great Hall. Joni
Foster-Robison, Holistic Nurse Practitioner with the Lifestyle Medicine Program at
Springfield Medical Care Systems will provide the keynote presentation. Visit here for a
full calendar of events and descriptions.

Springfield Wellness Week is a collaboration between the Vermont Department of
Health, Springfield Medical Care Systems, Edgar May Health and Recreation Center,
Health Care and Rehabilitation Services (HCRS), RiseVT-Windsor County, Springfield
Prevention Coalition, Springfield School District, and the Springfield Town Library.  

Brownfield’s Program Making a Difference

SWCRPC was busy with brownfield opportunities this past quarter. The RPC’s
Brownfields Reuse Program funding is being used to support environmental
assessments in Windsor, West Windsor and Ludlow and clean-up activities in the form
of loans and subgrants in Springfield and Windsor. Asbestos clean-up, recently
completed at Woolson Block, is an integral part of a substantial redevelopment project
on Main Street in Springfield.   For more information please contact Cindy or visit our
website for updates and project news. 
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Woolson Block redevelopment will provide residential units and upgrade commercial
space on Main Street in Springfield. It is expected to be completed by year’s end. 

Priority Transportation Projects
The Transportation Advisory Committee met on February 25th to establish
recommended priorities for transportation projects funded through the Vermont Agency
of Transportation’s budget. Regional rankings make a difference in how projects
proceed through the state funding process. The following projects, listed in rank order,
are being recommended for approval by the RPC board at their March 23rd meeting.  

Paving 
1. VT 106, Springfield 
2. VT 10, Chester-Springfield 
3. VT 11 Chester-Springfield 

Roadway 
1. Replace Bridges 48A and 48B on US 5, Springfield 

State Bridge 
1. Bridge 16 on VT 103, Chester 
2. Bridge 14 on VT 103, Chester 
3. Bridge 8 on VT 106, Perkinsville 

Town Bridge 
1. “McDonald’s Bridge” Bridge 62 on River Street/VT 11, Springfield 
2. Bridge 9 on Weston-Andover Road, Andover 
3. “Vail Bridge” BRIDGE 26 on VT 103, Ludlow Village 
4. Bridge 62 on Thompson Road, Chester (and removal of BRIDGE 72 and

connection to Jewett Road) 
5. Bridge 57 on Mill Street, Ludlow Village (removal/install pedestrian Bridge) 
6. Bridge 56 on Main Street, North Springfield 

Town Bridge Pre-Candidates 
1. Bridge 55 on Main Street/US 5, Windsor 
2. Bridge 79 on Park Street, Springfield 
3. Bridge 74 on Blue Hill Road, Chester 



4. Bridge 65 on Clinton Street/VT 11, Springfield 
5. Bridge 6 on Grafton Road/Route 35, Chester 
6. Bridge 52 on Popple Dungeon Road, Chester 
7. Bridge 63 on Ascutney Basin Road, Weathersfield 
8. Bridge 27 on Johnson Road, Windsor 
9. Covered Bridge 83 on Henry Gould Road, Weathersfield 

10. Bridge 23 on Brook Road, Windsor 
11. Bridge 44 on Carlton Road, Cavendish 

Please contact Jason with questions. 

News from Your Solid Waste District  

Backyard Composter Sale

Think spring! We are offering Soil Saver
backyard composter for $50 each. The
100% recycled plastic composter is 28”
wide x 28” deep x 32” high and has a 10-
year manufacturer’s guarantee. We also
sell Sure-Close food-scrap pails for $5
each. To order, call 674-9235 for an
order form or download one from the
District’s website, Orders are due by
Friday, April 3. Orders can be picked up
on Saturday, April 25. (Order form has
more details.) 

Backyard Composting Workshops

The District is offering three composting workshops this spring. Attendees can
purchase one composter at the greatly discounted price of $35.00 (additional
composters are $50). The workshops will be held as follows: 

Windsor Welcome Center – Saturday, April 25, 2:00 p.m. 
Springfield Public Library – Thursday, May 7, 6:30 p.m. 
Rockingham Public Library – Thursday, May 28, 6:30 p.m. 

The presentation by Master Composter, Ham Gillett, is about 30 minutes with
time afterwards for questions. To sign up, call 674-9235 or email Mary.  

As of July 1, 2020, food scraps will be
banned from the trash. Compost them
in your backyard, bring them to the
transfer station, or pay for pickup. 

Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission
38 Ascutney Park Road

Ascutney, Vermont 05030
802-674-9201
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