
Check Out Our
Programs

Visit our website for further information!

U.S. Decennial Census
Every ten years, the U.S. Constitution requires an enumeration
of all persons in the United States, commonly referred to as The Census.
For the next ten years, the numbers produced in this effort will help
determine how more than $675 billion will be distributed to states and
localities annually through more than 65 federal programs. These programs
include special education funding, school lunch programs, meals on
wheels, fuel assistance, Medicare, housing rehabilitation, community economic
development and revitalization block grants, early childhood education,
cooperative extension offices, and more.
 
This year, people will have the option of responding online, on the telephone,
or with a traditional, short-form written response. Look for your invitation to
respond in the mail or at your door. It is critical that everyone participate and
that all household members be included. The 2020 Decennial Census begins
in March. Make sure that your community counts!
 
For more information on the Census, you can view a video here: US Census
Video.

Land Use
Zoning Administrator’s Virtual Roundtable

The SWCRPC hosts roundtable meetings quarterly for town Zoning Administrators to
network and share information. On May 5th, the roundtable was held for the first time on
Zoom. This virtual platform made the meeting much shorter and more efficient. As a result,
the group decided to meet more frequently. The next ZA Roundtable is scheduled for June
3, 2020 at 11 AM. To join the Zoom meeting for Zoning Administrators click here. 

2020 Downtown and Village Center Tax Credit Applications
Announced 
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Vermont’s downtown and village center tax credit program has helped rehabilitate
hundreds of existing buildings to support new and expanded businesses, create housing
and jobs and spark community vitality. This year, $2.6 million is available to support
general rehabilitation, building code compliance, and façade improvements. Applications
are online and are due July 1, 2020. For questions, contact Caitlin Corkins. 

Municipal Planning Grants for Recovery

With continued funding support in the pending budget, the next anticipated round of
Municipal Planning Grant applications will be due October 1st. State funding priorities for
this year include COVID-19 economic recovery plans, fair and
affordable housing plans, housing bylaws that implement Zoning for Great
Neighborhoods, planning for a NEW state-designated area, and physical
master planning for a state-designated area. For more information, see the FY21 MPG
Program Description and the Application Guide. 

Guidance for the Use of Public Highways as Outdoor
Gathering Spaces

In light of the restrictions accompanying the reopening of retail and dining
establishments, VTrans and ACCD have released interim guidelines for the use of public
highways for outdoor eating, retail, and public gathering spaces. The guidance is geared
towards both business owners and municipalities, and includes an overview of the
approval processes for the temporary use of state and town highways. The guidance
document can be found here. 

Transportation
2020 Construction Projects

VT 131 in Cavendish and Weathersfield [ER STP 0146(14)] 
Work is ongoing to rehabilitate VT Route 131 between VT Route
103 in Proctorsville and VT Route 106 at Downer’s Corners in Weathersfield. Work to be
performed this year includes drainage work, a box culvert replacement located
near Glimmerstone Mansion, slope stabilization, ledge removal and river bank work. In
2021, work will include course milling, full-depth reclaim of the roadway, paving, guardrail
replacement, pavement markings and new signage. See the project factsheet for more
information.
  
US 5 in Windsor and Hartland [STP FPAV(31)] 
US Route 5 will be resurfaced this summer and fall starting a little north of Cedar Hill in
Windsor and ending by Maxham Drive in Hartland, skipping the downtown Windsor
section. See the project factsheet for more information.
 
VT 11 in Londonderry through Chester [STP PS19(10)]  
This project involves reclaiming about 14 miles of VT Route 11 starting at the VT Route
100 intersection in Londonderry and ending by the Lovers Lane intersection in
Chester. Drainage work is ongoing at this point. See the project factsheet for more
information. 
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SWCRPC Title VI Civil Rights Plan Update

SWCRPC maintains a Title VI Plan to serve as a system of procedures and mechanisms
to assure nondiscrimination in all our programs, activities and services. SWCRPC is
currently working on an update to our Title VI Plan and welcomes your review and
comments. A copy of the Plan can be found on our website here. Any comments or
questions can be directed to Jason or Otis.

Energy
Rental Property Weatherization Resources

In March, SWCRPC and the Springfield Energy Committee held a workshop on
weatherization resources available to owners of rental properties. The workshop featured
speakers from 3E Thermal, consultants specializing in free multi-family weatherization
assistance. Our thanks to SAPA TV for recording the workshop. To view a recording of
this meeting, go here. For additional information on rental property weatherization
resources and incentives, see our website. 

Drive Electric VT Electric Vehicle Webinar

Interested in an electric vehicle or plug-in hybrid but worried about cost, VT winters,
or charging availability? Drive Electric Vermont and Waterbury Local Energy Action
Partnership hosted a webinar on electric vehicles (EVs) addressing these and other
questions on Wednesday, May 20, 2020. 

Topics covered include: 
• What to keep in mind if you’re considering switching over from a gas-powered car. 
• EV models available in Vermont (including some future options). 
• Different ways to charge, and current availability of public charging. 
• Incentives for buying an EV. 

The webinar also included brief presentations by three EV driving Vermonters on their
ownership experiences with Tesla Model 3, Nissan Leaf and Chevrolet Bolt vehicles. A
recording of the webinar can be found here. Drive Electric VT’s EV factsheet is
available here, and overview of incentives here. 
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Button Up Vermont

It might be the start of the summer, but it is already
time to start thinking about the fall and Button Up
Vermont! Every year Vermonters across the state
learn about the benefits of “buttoning up” their homes
and businesses with this grassroots educational
campaign on weatherization. This year will be a bit
different from previous campaigns, but the same
spirit continues and our theme is “Neighbors helping
Neighbors.” Look out for resources coming to help
your neighbors do DIY-projects and home
weatherization while staying social distant – did
someone say weatherization webinar trivia?! 
 
Check out www.buttonupvermont.org for more
information, or shoot a note
to bwhite@efficiencyvermont.com 
and 802-734-3227.

Solid Waste
June 30th Household Hazardous Waste Collection

The canceled household hazardous waste collection has been rescheduled for Tuesday,
June 30, 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Springfield Transfer Station. This is event is only for
residents of the District. For more information about what to bring and what NOT to bring,
go to the Solid Waste District website. 

Got a Composter?

The State of Vermont’s deadline of July 1 for all residents to begin diverting their food
scraps from the landfill is still a go. We have three options: compost in our backyards,
bring food scraps to the transfer station, or pay to have it picked up curbside. Because we
had to cancel our backyard composting workshops, Ham Gillett, a Master Composter,
filmed a presentation which can be seen here or here.
  
We will be selling SoilSaver backyard composters after the Governor’s emergency order is
lifted.

Water Quality
SWCRPC and Partners Move to Remove Problem Dam

SWCRPC, in collaboration with the Vermont Rivers Program, Connecticut River
Conservancy (CRC), and the Town of Springfield, have developed removal plans for the
Valley Street dam in Springfield, Vermont. The dam is situated adjacent to Valley Street,
immediately south of the intersection of Valley Street and Litchfield Street. The decades-
defunct structure was erected in 1938 to serve as the Town’s public swimming pool.
However, the pool was officially closed in 1953 due to fear of the spread of polio, as well
as other contamination concerns. The dam has not served any functional purpose since.

Removal of the dam will return the stream to a natural, free-flowing condition, improve
aquatic and riparian habitat, and improve water quality. In addition, the dam has been
determined to be in poor structural condition. Controlled removal of the dam will eliminate
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the risk of an uncontrolled breach, which could cause damage to downstream
infrastructure and private property.
   
This engineering effort was funded by a grant through the Vermont Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) Clean Water Initiative Program (CWIP), the Vermont
Watershed Grant program through the Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife, with cash
contributions through the Connecticut River Conservancy. Ripple Natural Resources, LLC
was the lead design consultant on the project. A construction timeframe has not yet been
determined. 

Clean Water Design/Implementation Block Grant Projects
are Underway

To-date, SWCRPC has released two rounds of Request for Projects under this
competitive statewide program. Approximately $750,000 in funding has been awarded for
32 projects around the state which were evaluated and selected for their cost-effective
water quality benefits. We anticipate a third request to be released in June. Find out
more here or contact Cindy or Chris.

Emergency Management
VT Health Department COVID-19 Dashboard

Data about COVID-19 in Vermont can be found at this online dashboard.  All data are
compiled by the Vermont Department of Health, and are preliminary and subject to
change. Case information is updated daily by 11:00am EDT, reflecting counts as
of the end of the previous day.  

Stay Home, Stay Safe Sector Specific Guidance

To find the latest Phased Restart Work Safe Guidance: all businesses, whether essential
or not, must abide by the following health and safety guidance included in the Phased
Restart Work Safe Guidance.

Meal Distribution for Those in Need

The Vermont Foodbank and Vermont National Guard will be handing out meals to those in
need from 10-2 (all are subject to change and more will be added keep an eye on
dates here):

-Friday, May 29 – Caledonia County State Airport, 2107 Pudding Hill Rd, Lyndonville 
-Monday, June 1  - Rutland Regional Airport, 1002 Airport Rd, North Clarendon 
-Tuesday, June 2  - Northeast Kingdom International Airport, 2628 Airport Rd, Newport 
-Wednesday, June 3  - Hartness State Airport, 15 Airport Rd, North Springfield 
-Thursday, June 4  - Edward F Knapp State Airport, 1979 Airport Rd, Barre 
-Friday, June 5  - William H Morse State Airport, 1563 Walloomsac Rd, Bennington

Meal Programs for Older Vermonters

People age 60 and older are especially encouraged to stay at home in order to protect
themselves from COVID-19, but staying well-nourished is also critical for your health. To
help, you may be able to pick up meals to go or have meals delivered to your home. For
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more information about meals for older adults, please call the Helpline at 1-800-642-5119.

Brownfields
SWCRPC One of Two EPA Brownfields Grant Awardees in
Vermont

SWCRPC has been awarded a $300,000 EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant. Funding
will be used for environmental assessments and clean-up planning for brownfield sites in
the region which are essential activities prior to site cleanup for
redevelopment. Hazardous materials assessment work at blighted sites in Windsor and
Springfield are anticipated this year, along with initial assessment work at the Black River
Middle School in Ludlow. SWCRPC’s brownfield’s program has a long history with the
successful clean-up and reuse of 22 environmentally contaminated sites, providing over
$3.5 million in EPA assessment and clean-up funding. If you are interested in learning
more about our program please visit our website or contact Cindy. 

Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission
38 Ascutney Park Road

Ascutney, Vermont

802-674-9201

Contact Us
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